Be Defensive

Sunday school

2nd Timothy 2:22-26.

1) Vs. 22. This verse doesn’t seem to fit with the verses that follow. Why does it belong here? Part of our old nature is in getting in foolish arguments and in quarreling. In our old nature we got into arguments and ended up holding resentments and our old nature was prideful, volatile and mean. We need to flee our youthful desire of being right, acting foolish and being stupid.
2) Vs. 23. But wait, how are we going to win someone over to Jesus if we don’t entertain these counter beliefs? We need to use discernment regarding which conversations to get involved in. Some people are only looking for a fight. They’re not seriously seeking to know the truth. They’re not open, they just want to either convert you or get you riled up. We need to know when to end the conversation. Also, we need not get caught up in foolish arguments about things that have no real bearing on anything. We can debate about why we’re not told what Jesus looks like but we shouldn’t get into arguments about it. We shouldn’t entertain useless arguments that have no conclusions to them. You will end up no further that you were when you started and in the process could end up doing damage.
3) Vs. 24. Why is this important in defending my faith? It doesn’t matter how I am as long as I’m right, right? It’s said; people don’t care what you know, but what you show. If I’m speaking the truth but it’s wrapped in arrogance and ego, the person is going to shut me out. Therefore, my words will be wasted. If I speak the truth but my actions aren’t characterized by love, I gain nothing (1st Cor. 13:1-3).
4) Vs. 25. This presents the reason I need to be gentle. But the interesting thing is that repentance leads to a knowledge of the truth. How is repentance a factor in me knowing the truth? I need to first be humble. Through humility I recognize that I’m wrong in my thinking. Then through repentance I turn away from that wayward thinking and turn to God and a knowledge of His truth. 
5) Vs 26. How does this verse help you to be more gentle and kind in your approach with people? Knowing our struggle is against the spiritual force directing the person’s thoughts and actions and not the person himself helps me to take pity on him. He may be ignorant of the truth and offensive in his approach to present what he believes but the reality is, he is captivated by Satan and I need to cut through that outer shell of disbelief and reach his heart so he may become free.
