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“DO YOU SEE ANYTHING?”

MARK 8:1-26

INTRODUCTION: Many today wear glasses, contacts, or have had Laser Eye Surgery to correct a vision difficulty. There are several levels of vision impairments ranging from low vision to blindness. Symptoms of low vision include dimness, haziness, near sightedness, color blindness, tunnel vision and extreme far-sightedness. When we have vision problems we go to the optometrist to get help!

1) HOW IS YOUR SPIRITUAL SIGHT? Is it dim, hazy, far-sighted or near-sighted, color blind, or tunnel vision? It’s possible today that your vision is blurry. And that vision problem is the root of the anger, unhappiness and emptiness in your life; leaving you unfulfilled. Maybe your vision is obstructed by your unforgiveness, bitterness, or pride.


In MARK 8:1-10-Jesus feeds the 4,000. In verse 11, the Pharisees asked for a sign from Heaven. They had seen Jesus at work yet they were still blind. They represented a generation of people who refused to believe, a generation who demanded absolute confirmation to avoid the risk of faith. This group had been given everything necessary to take the step of faith, but when push came to shove, they refused to act in faith. They were blind in their unbelief. “We want a sign from heaven! Show us a sign!” How blind! The sign from heaven was right there before them! Jesus is the sign! These guys couldn’t see the brightest light of heaven shining right there in their faces!

READ 8:14-16.  Verse 14-the disciples had one loaf of bread. They had seen Jesus feed the 5,000 and 4,000 yet worried about having only one loaf on board. Their vision was blurry because their focus was off. In verse 15, Jesus warned his disciples to watch out for the yeast of the Pharisees. Unfortunately, they didn’t understand what Jesus meant. 

READ 8:17-21. Jesus jarred their memory to try to get them to understand. He will do that with us also when we fail to understand. He will jar our memory of when he brought us through an adversity in order to make us see that he is more than able. 


2) THE FIRST TOUCH: MARK 8:22-26: This is a unique miracle of Jesus. Only here is there a recorded miracle where Jesus touched a person twice to bring about a healing. There was a partial healing and a full healing. Why? Jesus used variety in his healing (give examples). Plus, this may have been a test of the faith of the blind man. In any event, let’s observe the process in how this man was healed. 1. He had friends who cared, who brought him to Jesus. (V 22) We need to care too. 2. Jesus took him by the hand and led him out of the village. (V 23). Couldn’t Jesus have healed him where He was? Sometimes there are unseen aspects to healing. In this case, intimacy and time with Jesus is a prime ingredient. Something happened, deeper than physical healing. Maybe he was being healed of a spirit of rejection, all his life people probably shunned him, he was a beggar viewed as rejected and despised by God. In any case, we have a picture of Jesus personally taking this man by the hand and leading him out of the village, taking him around obstacles in the path, perhaps telling him where to step and where not to step. It is a beautiful picture. It is a picture of the involvement of our Savior in a single human life. This should remind us that Jesus is willing to take time with us as individuals, also. 


Another reason why Jesus was leading him out of the city was because Bethsaida had rejected the ministry of Christ. Matthew 11:20&21, “Then He begin to denounce (rebuke) the cities in which most of His miracles had been performed, because they did not repent: “Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were performed in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.”

 The feeding of the 5,000 and 4,000 was in or near Bethsaida. Undoubtedly, great miracles had occurred in Bethsaida, and they had only hardened their heart. Little repentance had occurred. They were spiritually insensitive. Even though three Apostles, Philip, Peter and Andrew were from Bethsaida! Although the people may have rejected Him, Jesus still had compassion on this one blind man. So He took the time and the effort to led him out of the city. It doesn’t say anyone tried to follow them, another testimony to their unbelief in Jesus. They weren’t even interested in what was about to happen.

V 24: Notice that it was the focus on people that was not clear. That is the church’s problem today, our vision of people is not clear. Things are not always what they appear to be! This man, when he first received his sight, had a very imperfect view of things. Like the blind man, we cannot see clearly—we see controversies over worship and personalities—and that has become our focus. We see jobs and families, getting ahead, school, marriages that have soured and all manner of life issues—and that has become our focus. We see the desire for pleasure and the striving for acceptance—and that has become our focus. We see the homeless, the addicts, those who are afflicted with the very worst this world has to offer and instead of seeing them as people who need to be saved by Jesus Christ, we see what is different and wrong and disgusting. Too many times we see the hard bark and the rough surface of people we deal with. So many times we just can’t see their need, and remember that they are lost. If we would just admit that maybe we’re wrong about some things, that maybe we don’t have the whole story, that maybe we still have a few things to learn, we wouldn’t come off as arrogant. We need humility to admit that even after we trust in Jesus Christ, we still sometimes don’t see clearly. 

3) THE SECOND TOUCH: V 25: Sometimes we need a second touch! The Greek text says that the man looked intently. And when he did so, he began to see all things clearly. When Christ is the center of your focus, all else will come into proper perspective. What if the man had thought that the first touch was good enough? He could have made the mistake to say, “Thanks Jesus, c ya later.” Jesus responds, “Wait, I am not done with you.” But off the man goes saying, “That’s okay. I don’t have time; I’m too busy. Just the quick fix is good enough for me.” Don’t be in a rush with Jesus. Sometimes we choose to remain partially blind so that we don’t have to see ourselves clearly. It is a risk to seek the touch from Jesus that will encourage, enlighten and enable us. Why? Because we must change. This man, whom Jesus healed, was never the same again! He could see nothing and did not have the least bit of light, or understanding of reality in this life, until Jesus touched him! 


ILLUSTRATION: In his book, An Anthropologist on Mars, neurologist Oliver Sacks tells about Virgil, a man who had been blind from early childhood. When he was 50, Virgil underwent surgery and was given the gift of sight. But as he and Dr. Sacks found out, having the physical capacity for sight is not the same as seeing. Virgil’s first experiences with sight were confusing. He was able to make out colors and movements, but arranging them into a coherent picture was more difficult. Over time he learned to identify various objects, but his habits--his behaviors--were still those of a blind man.


"It's a terrible thing not to be able to see. But it is even more terrible to be able to see but have not vision." (Helen Keller)

4) IT’S A PROCESS. The newly converted soul has a very limited view of things. Even though we are saved, our vision of Jesus, and the ways of the Kingdom of God are still hard to understand. Over time and with the continued touch of God, our vision and understanding become clearer. We become blinded to the things of this life so that the things of the eternal realms may come into view. The Christian walk is a faith walk – one day at a time. Line upon line, precept upon precept we begin to learn and know Jesus and his word. Here a little and there a little, each day adding to our knowledge of Him until we are slowly, gradually changed into the very image of the Lord who saved us from our blindness. A. W. Tozer said, “As we begin to focus upon God, the things of the Spirit will take shape before our inner eyes.” 


When Christ came into your life, you began to see spiritually in a way you’d never seen before. Suddenly the Bible made more sense; you knew that God loved you, that he answered your prayers. You knew that he had a plan for you, that you were part of something bigger than yourself. But our knowledge is still partial; it’s true, but not yet complete. It’s like seeing people who look like trees, it’s blurry and out of focus. This is why even after we become Christians; we sometimes miss God’s leading in our lives. Hebrews 12:2 tells us to fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. He is the only one who can touch us and open the eyes of our hearts so that we can walk by faith through a world of darkness and blindness. Jesus is restoring our spiritual sight so we can see with complete clarity, but it’s a process. So long as we remain by his side, among his people, our sight will get clearer and clearer. Proverbs 4:18, “The path of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn, shining ever brighter till the full light of day.”


The second touch of Jesus has both a present application and a future application. The present application has to do with seeing things more clearly in this life. The future application, however, has to do with seeing things in full clarity in the next life. Right now, we see only a small part and can know only a portion of what is in God’s Word. This will not compare with what is yet to be revealed. 1st Cor. 13:12, “Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.” (The transfiguration)

 CONCLUSION: If you are a Christian and you cannot see your place in the world, if you cannot see the need to grow and become more in the Kingdom of God, you need the second touch of God! If you are a Christian and caught up in a sin that is slowly but surely destroying your life, you need the second touch of God! We need the second touch of the Lord to remove our blindness, improve our focus and clear our vision. Ask Jesus to open the eyes of your heart so that you may not stumble, but instead walk steadfast in the Holy Spirit. How well we follow God will be determined on how well we see God. God is asking us the same question he asked the man from Bethsaida, “Do you see anything?”


