JAMES STUDY SUMMARY

OVERVIEW:

JAMES THE BROTHER OF JESUS WRITES TO CHRISTIANS WHO HAD BEEN SCATTERED ABROAD AFTER THE MARTYRDOM OF ONE OF THEIR OWN: STEPHEN. THEY NEEDED WARNINGS AND ENCOURAGEMENT TO KEEP THE FAITH AND FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT. 

CHAPTER ONE:



TRIALS AND TEMPTATIONS: 2-18

JAMES SAID IN VERSE TWO THAT WE SHOULD CONSIDER IT PURE JOY WHEN WE FACE TRIALS OF MANY KINDS. ACCORDING TO VERSES 3&4, HOW IS THIS JOY POSSIBLE?

ACCORDING TO VERSE 12, WHAT IS THE ULTIMATE REWARD FOR OUR PERSEVERANCE?

WHAT CAN WE LEARN ABOUT TEMPTATION FROM VERSES 13-15?

LISTENING AND DOING: 19-27

VERSE 19 SAYS THAT WE SHOULD BE QUICK TO LISTEN AND SLOW TO SPEAK. HOW DOES THE INSTRUCTION IN VERSE 21 ALLOW US TO BE ABLE TO DO THAT?

HOW DOES VERSES 22-25 CHANGE OUR APPROACH TO OUR TIME IN THE WORD?

VERSE 26&27 GIVE US THE DEFINITION OF RELIGION ACCORDING TO GOD. HOW DOES THIS DIFFER FROM THE WORLD’S VIEW OF RELIGION?

CHAPTER TWO:

FAVORITISM FORBIDDEN: 1-13

WHAT DO VERSES 1-4 SAY ABOUT HOW WE ARE TO TREAT PEOPLE?

HOW DO VERSES 12&13 KEEP US HUMBLE AND FREE FROM FAVORITISM?

FAITH AND DEEDS: 14-26

ACCORDING TO VERSE 17, WHAT DOES JAMES SAY THAT FAITH WITHOUT DEEDS IS?

IN VERSES 21-25, JAMES PROVIDES SOME EXAMPLES FROM SCRIPTURE OF PEOPLE WHO LIVED OUT THEIR FAITH WITH ACTION. WHAT WOULD BE SOME EXAMPLES OF SOMEONE WHO HAD THE TYPE OF DEAD FAITH MENTIONED IN VERSE 26?

CHAPTER THREE:

TAMING THE TONGUE: 1-12

WHAT DO WE THINK ABOUT VERSE TWO?

WHAT DOES THIS SAY ABOUT VERSE EIGHT?

JAMES SHOWS US IN VERSES 9-12 HOW THROUGH OUR SPEECH WE CAN HAVE DOUBLE STANDARDS. (RHETORICAL QUESTION) CAN YOU THINK OF SOME TIMES WHEN YOU’VE SHOWN A DOUBLE STANDARD EITHER IN YOUR SPEECH OR YOUR ACTIONS?

TWO KINDS OF WISDOM: 13-18

WHAT ARE THE TWO KINDS OF WISDOM JAMES IS WRITING ABOUT? 

WHAT IS THE WORLDLY WISDOM IN VERSE 14?

WHAT IS THE GODLY WISDOM IN VERSE 17?

CHAPTER FOUR:

SUBMIT YOURSELVES TO GOD: 1-12

ACCORDING TO VERSE THREE, WHY WOULDN’T WE GET WHAT WE ASK GOD FOR?

IN VERSE SEVEN, WHAT MUST WE DO IN ORDER TO GET THE DEVIL TO FLEE FROM US?

BOASTING ABOUT TOMORROW: 13-17

HOW DOES VERSES 14&15 PUT THINGS IN PERSPECTIVE?

HOW DOES VERSE 17 TIE IN TO THIS PASSAGE?

CHAPTER FIVE:

WARNING TO RICH OPPRESSORS: 1-6

IN VERSE 1, JAMES WARNS THE RICH OPPRESSORS TO WEEP AND WAIL BECAUSE OF THE MISERY THAT IS COMING UPON THEM.  HOW DOES VERSE 4 FACTOR INTO THIS WARNING?

PATIENCE IN SUFFERING: 7-12

WHAT DOES HAVING PATIENCE THROUGH SUFFERING PRODUCE?

HOW DOES VERSE 11 GIVE US HOPE?

IN VERSE 12, JAMES TALKS ABOUT MAKING PROMISES. WHY WOULD THIS ATTRIBUTE BE ‘ABOVE ALL’ REGARDING THE SECTION ON PATIENCE THROUGH SUFFERING?

THE PRAYER OF FAITH: 13-20

WHAT DOES VERSE 15 SAY ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR PRAYER LIFE?

WHY WOULD DOING VERSE 16 BE IMPORTANT?

IN WHAT WAYS DOES THE COMMAND ‘LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF’ TIE INTO VERSES 19&20?

HOW DOES BRINGING SOMEONE BACK WHO HAS WANDERED SAVE HIM FROM DEATH AND COVER OVER A MULTITUDE OF SINS?

CONCLUSION:

THERE ARE MANY VALUABLE LESSONS WE CAN APPLY FROM THE WORDS OF THIS SERVANT JAMES. IF WE ARE TO LIVE RIGHTEOUS LIVES WE NEED TO SUBMIT OURSELVES TO GOD AND SEEK HIS WISDOM SO THAT WE CAN KEEP OUR WHOLE BODIES IN CHECK. IF OUR PRAYER LIFE REMAINS STRONG, WE CAN PERSEVERE THROUGH OUR TRIALS, HAVING PATIENCE THROUGH OUR SUFFERING. THEN WE WILL BE ABLE TO HELP THOSE WHO ARE TROUBLED AND WANDERING. IF WE WILL REMAIN HUMBLE, WE WILL NOT QUARREL AND FIGHT; BUT INSTEAD BUILD UNITY AMONG THE BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST, CONFESSING OUR STRUGGLES WITH ONE ANOTHER IN TRUST AND INTEGRITY. 

