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LAME MAN WALKING

ACTS 3:1-10

INTRODUCTION: Talk about how God placed this sermon on my heart Thursday night. How in reading the devotional scripture (Acts 3:1-10) it came to mind how this would make a good sermon. I saw the points developing as I read the verses. Then at the bottom of the devotional, bible teacher Warren Wiersbe commented on some similar thoughts I had. I guess great minds think alike! He pointed out how this incident with Peter, John and the lame man was a vivid illustration of salvation. So let’s see how this passage in Acts shows us our spiritual condition and the wonderful saving grace of God.

1) OUR LAME CONDITION.

· We were born that way (vs. 2a). “…crippled from birth”. We need to realize that we were lame from birth spiritually. David understood this when he wrote in Psalm 51:5, “Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.” David wasn’t implying that he was sinning as soon as he was born. That’s usually not how we picture babies. Rather, David was making the point that we are born with a sinful nature. Paul spoke of this nature in various places. In Rom. 7:18 he said that nothing good lives in the sinful nature. He listed the acts of the sinful nature in Gal. 5:19-21. He said in Eph. 2:3 that in our pre-Christian state we gratified the cravings of our sinful nature, following its desires and thoughts. And this is the nature that we were all born with. Rom. 3:23 says that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. So, like this man was born lame from birth we too are born spiritually lame. 

· We are separated from God (vs. 2). “…carried to the temple gate…where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts.” The lame man could not enter the temple area because his condition rendered him unclean. He was barred from entering the Holy place. So are we. After Adam and Eve sinned against God, they were banished from the Garden of Eden. Gen. 3:23, “So the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken.” Adam and Eve were no longer allowed to be close to God. There was now a separation between Him and them. Through his lame condition, the man was not allowed to be in the Holy place, close to God. And we, because of our lame condition, are separated from God as well. Isaiah 59:2, “But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you so that he will not hear.” 

· We are weak (vs. 2a). “…was being carried…” This man wasn’t strong enough to do for himself. He couldn’t make it from place to place without assistance. We need to see ourselves as weak. When Jesus was with his disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane, he said in Matt. 26:41, “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.” When Jesus said, ‘the body is weak’ he meant the sinful nature is weak. Paul said in Romans 6:19 that we are weak in our natural selves where we offered the parts of our body in slavery to impurity and ever-increasing wickedness. But it takes humility to see that we are weak and helpless. We like to think of ourselves as self-sufficient and independent. But, if we are willing to be humble, we will realize that we are weak and feeble and we that we cannot stand on our own.

2) HELP HAS ARRIVED.

· We need to know where to look (vs. 4&5). True help isn’t going to come unless we know where to look. Peter wanted the lame man to fix his gaze upon him. If we are going to receive help from Jesus we need to fix our eyes upon him. We have a tendency to fix our eyes on ourselves to save us. We look to our intellect, our intentions or our feelings to determine our salvation. We fix our eyes on our good works thinking those will save us. We look to different things or people to give us the help that only Jesus can give. Heb. 12:2 says to “fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.” There’s only one way we can look: to Jesus. 

· We need to know where real help comes from (vs. 6). The man had asked for money (vs. 3). But Peter made sure the man understood that silver and gold wasn’t what he really needed. We give money too much power in our lives. We think money solves problems and makes us happy. In our sinful nature, in our lameness, we place too much value on what money can do for us. Instead we need to be like the Psalmist who said in Psalm 54:4, “Surely God is my help; the Lord is the one who sustains me.” The psalmist’s confidence was in God. Peter said in the name of Jesus Christ, walk. It wasn’t Peter’s power that would enable this lame man to walk; it was the power of Jesus. Real help comes from Jesus.

· We need to reach out (vs. 7). “Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up…” What if when Peter reached his hand out to help him up the man didn’t reach back? What if he didn’t believe? He could’ve said, “Yeah, right. Rise up and walk? Are you crazy? Get out of here with that.” And I could see Peter deciding to shake his head and keep on going. I don’t think Peter would’ve forced the man to get up. The lame man needed to respond to what Peter said. He needed to have faith. And he did (vs. 16). If we who are lame want to walk, we need faith. We need to believe that Jesus is the only Savior. We need to have the faith that through Jesus we who are separated from God can be reconciled to him. Jesus is extending the hand of salvation but he won’t force you to take it. You need to reach out and receive his hand if you are going to be lifted up. 

3) THE VICTORY DANCE.
· We are made new (vs. 7b&8a). The lame man wasn’t restored; he was renewed. There wasn’t a restoration because he was lame from birth. He had never stood, never walked before. Jesus didn’t restore this lame man; he made him new. He gave him something he never had before-the ability to stand and walk. He who was once weak became strong. He didn’t just stand up; he jumped up. That’s what Jesus does for us. He gives us something we never had before-the ability to stand and walk. Through our sinful lameness, we didn’t have the power of the Holy Spirit working through us. In our former state we didn’t have the ability to please God. We didn’t have the desire, know-how or ability to do God’s work. But now, through salvation, we have received the ability to accomplish the work of the kingdom of God. We are no longer lame and weak, we are new and strong. 
· We are allowed into the Holy place (vs. 8). The lame man who wasn’t able to go through the temple gate was now entering through. He had been healed, cleansed and renewed. Now he was able to enter in. Such is our privilege in Jesus. We are now allowed access to the Most Holy place. Heb 10:19-22. There is a new and living way opened up for us through Jesus. We now have the privilege of being able to draw near to God in full assurance of faith. We have access to God’s direction and guidance for our lives. We now have access to the spiritual riches of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. We now have access to the power that frees us from the power of sin. We now have access to the ability to be Christ like. Thank God for the awesome benefit of being able to enter the Most Holy place.
· We need to praise God (vs. 8&9). The formerly lame man had a proper response to his newness-he praised God. He was excited about his healing. How about us? Are we who have been made new by Jesus excited? Are we praising God about that healing as much as we should be? Maybe we were like this guy at first but over time that newness has worn off. Rev. 2:1-5. These folks were doing great stuff for the Lord but were they doing it with the passion, love and joy they once had? Had their service just become an obligation or a lifeless routine to them? Jesus told them to remember the height from which they had fallen. We need to do that. We need to remember what it was like when we had that newfound joy from being born again. We need to recall the passion of discovering God’s word in its exhilarating freshness. We not only need to remember the height from which we’ve fallen; we also need to remember the depths from which we were taken. When we forget what we once were, when we forget the transformation that took place in us we risk becoming apathetic in our service for the Lord. We will see it as mundane. We will end up praising less and complaining more. Paul said in 1st Thess. 5:16, “Be joyful always.” This is so we can be praising always. Always joyous in our salvation; always giving thanks to God for the many blessings we receive. Praising him for our union with him; our relationship with him; our eternity with him. We need to praise God. 
· We are a testimony (vs. 10). This man was now a testimony of the awesome power of God. This man who was once passed by with nary a thought or concern was now Mr. Popular. All eyes were on this man who received a miracle. He walked, he jumped, he praised; and everyone saw it. What about us? Are we a living testimony to the awesome power of Jesus Christ? Are people hearing about what God has done in our life or are we silent about our salvation? When the Holy Spirit gives us an opportunity to be a witness for Jesus do we take advantage of it? Has Jesus pulled off a miracle in you? Have you told others so they can have the opportunity to be filled with wonder and amazement over what God has done? Our story of salvation is an unbelievably powerful tool to bring people to Christ. If you’ve been born again, you are a testimony of his saving grace. He wishes that you not be silent about it. We need to be people who go and show Jesus to others. 
CONCLUSION: I want to point out one more wonderful observation in this story. In verse 2, it says this lame man was put to beg by the temple gate called, ‘Beautiful’. Isn’t it ironic that this person, whom most people probably looked at as anything but beautiful, was placed by this specific gate? It wasn’t a mistake; it wasn’t an accident-it was meant to teach us something. God looked at this lame man much different than others did. Think about it. I’m sure this guy didn’t look that great. He was no doubt dirty and unkempt. He probably smelled and he didn’t have the nicest clothes on. He was religiously unclean and therefore repulsive to most of the ones who would pass by in their ‘Sunday best’. All they saw was a dirty beggar with no value whatsoever. God saw something different. God wasn’t focused on what he was; he was focused on what he would become. Peter and John didn’t pass him by; they did the work of God. They provided this lame man with an opportunity to walk. What about us? What will we do the next time God gives us an opportunity to help a lame person to walk, a blind person to see? Are you sitting in this room right now as the lame one? Have you come here today looking to everything but Jesus to save you? The only way you can stand and walk is if you take Jesus’ hand and allow him to lift you up. If you’re sick of being lame and are interested in becoming healed, come talk to me after the service. 

