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GETTING BENEATH THE SURFACE

NSCC Men’s breakfast study Sept. 12th, 2009

 “You are looking only on the surface of things.” 2nd Cor. 10:7a (NIV)

INTRODUCTION: Beneath the surface. Talk about book and premise being how people and situations aren’t always what they seem. Don’t judge a book by its cover. 

AREAS WE NEED TO GET BENEATH THE SURFACE:

1) SIN. Sometimes we focus only on what we see and think that’s the only issue. But, when we delve beneath the surface we discover the underlying conditions that are affecting my outward expressions. We need to attack our sins and character defects at the root. Like picking dandelions. We can pull the weed out and think because we can’t see it anymore the problem is solved. But, the reality is the root remains and it’s just a matter of time before the dandelion reappears. 
· What happens when I don’t get beneath the surface regarding my sin? I continue to struggle. I figure if I just stop doing that, everything will be okay. But I still find myself doing that no matter how hard I try stopping. So, I get frustrated.  I feel defeated. After a length of time struggling I can get to the point of convincing myself that it’s never going to get better, I’m never going to change. Why bother? I don’t overcome. I struggle, get frustrated and feel defeated which all produces the inability to overcome. Impurity remains. Because I haven’t gone beneath the surface to see what the deeper issues are, the dross is still there.

· What will I gain by getting beneath the surface? Understanding. I will discover things about why I do what I do. I will see the underlying factors that drive me. James 1:14&15 says that we are tempted when through our evil desire we are dragged away and enticed. Then, when desire has conceived it gives birth to sin. On the surface, I think I just sin and that’s all there is to it. But James tells me there is a process involved. There’s evil desires, temptations, a dragging away, which can be a process in and of itself and after all that comes the sin. But once we get beneath the surface we can allow the light to penetrate the darkness so that it reveals what’s inside of us. We can see what our evil desires are. We can learn that it’s not just that I get tempted and then I sin. Beneath the surface there’s more to it than that. When I focus entirely on the sin itself I miss identifying what led to the sin. Why did I do what I did? It’s not just because I have evil desires and the sinful nature won out this time. We sin because we choose to. But aside from just having a sinful nature why do I want to sin? Is there something lacking in my life? Did a prior event make me vulnerable to temptation? If I can get beneath the surface and process these things, I can discover the details of what’s really going on. Therefore, I can develop preventative measures to avoid being dragged away and enticed. Reality. If I am willing to get beneath the surface regarding sin, I will be able to discover what it is really doing to me. I will see how destructive it is to me. I will see how it is affecting different aspects of my life. I will see how it is affecting my relationship with God. Take lust. I might think that if I lust, it’s not a big deal. I might think that viewing pornography doesn’t really affect anyone but me. I might think that it has a limited affect. But, beneath the surface, I realize how lust changes the way I view women as a whole. I see how it affects my relationship with my wife. I see how it is not just an act that I leave behind once I close the magazine, turn off the TV or shut down my computer. I see how it carries with me. I see how it breaks my communion with God. When I get beneath the surface I experience sin through the eyes of God. I see sin as he sees it, not as something alluring, but something repulsive. I deal with it on a deeper level to where I am angered by it, instead of enticed by it. This can’t happen it I stay on the surface. I need to go deep.

· So why do we avoid getting beneath the surface? It hurts. The refining process is a painful one. When I go deep, I have to face the reality of the ugliness that’s inside me. I have to go through the difficult process of exposing my impurities. In going beneath the surface, I discover things about myself that I didn’t realize were there. I may need to deal with past events or issues that I had repressed. It requires commitment and sacrifice. Going beneath the surface isn’t easy. It requires me to roll up my sleeves and get dirty. It requires me to make some difficult changes and sacrifices. I will need to come out of my comfort zone. 

2) SITUATIONS. A situation might present itself a certain way and we think that’s all there is to see. But, we can get caught off guard and taken by surprise because we aren’t thinking of the big picture. We’re taking things at face value instead of looking beneath the surface and analyzing what’s happening. We need to process situations. In doing so, we can prevent making decisions we may regret later. 
· What are some situations where I could get into trouble by not looking beneath the surface? Making a major purchase, friendships, relationships, making trades/deals, getting a job, leaving a job, decisions based on feelings or instinct.
3) OTHERS. Getting beneath the surface will allow us to see people’s true colors. This works both ways. In my book, I presented people who seemed gruff on the outside but once you got beneath the surface you saw a different side of them. 

· Have you ever been judgmental of someone based on how they looked or how they presented initially themselves but later realized you were completely wrong? We can dangerously stereotype, make assumptions or have preconceived notions about someone that doesn’t end up being accurate.  

· Likewise, in my book I presented people who seemed genuine on the outside but proved themselves to be otherwise. Have you ever known someone who seemed great when you met them, but later you realized they were not how they initially appeared? Satan is good at doing that. 2nd Cor. 11:14 says that Satan masquerades as an angel of light. Verse 15 says that his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. 

4) THE WORD. There’s a difference between being a reader of the bible and a studier of the bible. I can read and get applications but when I study and go beneath the surface I can learn much more. Ezra 7:10 says that Ezra was someone who devoted himself to the study and observance of God’s law.

· Acts 17:11 says that the Bereans received Paul’s preaching with great eagerness and they examined the scriptures daily to see if what Paul said was true. They examined the scriptures, they inspected them, and they studied them. What do we have to gain from going beneath the surface with the word of God? Clarity. I will be in a position to understand God’s word more. If I am just a reader, I might read a passage but not really understand what I’m reading. It might not make sense until I decide to get beneath the surface and examine it. Wisdom. When I delve beneath the surface I will discover how God word is multifaceted. I will see how deep it is. I will see how times and events fit together. I will see how God orchestrates events to reach a certain climax. Memorization. The deeper I go into the word of God the more apt I am to remember it. The more intently I look at the word of God the less apt I am to forget it. James 1: 24-25. Application. When I get beneath the surface with the word, I will better see its applications. My deeper understanding of the word will help me to better apply the word in my everyday situations. My deeper understanding and better memorization of the word of God will aid in my ability to recall and apply the word of God whenever I face situations as they are better served by applying a principle of scripture. All because I chose to go beneath the surface in God’s word. Defense. Col. 2:2-8. If I go beneath the surface and look intently into God’s perfect word, I will not be deceived by fine sounding arguments or taken captive by hollow and deceptive philosophies. I will be able to defend myself against such attacks because I chose to go deep and gain clarity and understanding. I chose to memorize and apply the word of God. All of which will give me a sound defense. When Satan attacked Jesus, Jesus’ defense was the word of God (Matt. 4:1-11). Satan used scripture too (vs. 6). But Jesus was able to recognize how he took it out of context and twisted its meaning. Jesus countered with scripture that contradicted Satan’s explanation. We need to go beneath the surface so we can be rooted in the truth. We need to know, understand, memorize and apply the word of God so that we will have a sound defense against the evil one. 
CONCLUSION: Getting beneath the surface when dealing with sin, situations, people and the bible will save us pain, heartache and regrets. When we go by instinct or feelings, we are more apt to get into trouble. But, if we’re willing to be wise and look beneath the surface we will see more clearly what’s going on; what’s in the big picture. We can be more equipped to deal with the sin in our life when we are willing to go deep and deal with the underlying issues. So, if you want to get to the truth, if you want to get to the heart of the matter, you have to get beneath the surface. 

