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ROOTS

INTRODUCTION:  There are family/genealogy roots. Roots TV mini-series in the 70’s. Roots was a novel written by Alex Haley, who was born in Ithaca, New York. Roots was based loosely on his family's history, starting with the story of Kunta Kinte who was kidnapped in Gambia in 1767 and transported to the Province of Maryland to be sold as a slave. Root’s popularity sparked an increased public interest in genealogy. And then you have tree and plant roots. Every tree has a three-pronged root system: primary, secondary, and transport root systems. Root systems can extend laterally as much as three times the canopy of the tree. The root system serves to anchor and nourish the tree.  We often overlook roots because we can’t see them; they are beneath the surface. But, roots are essential to what’s going on above the surface. We admire the fruit, which is seen, but seldom admire the root, which is unseen. But guess what? If we’re going to have a good fruit system, then we need to establish a good root system. Today we’ll be looking at the good, the bad and the ugly. 

1) GOOD ROOTS. What do I need if I’m going to develop a good root system?
· Rooted in good soil. Matt. 13:3-9, 18-23. Where we take root matters. If your set your roots down in hard soil, you won’t take time to understand and then Satan comes and snatches what was planted in you because you didn’t allow yourself to take root. If you set your roots down in shallow soil you do okay for a little while. But when trouble comes we quickly uproot. If we try to establish our roots among the thorns we’re in trouble because we won’t see beyond them. The worries of this life will choke us and keep us from establishing a solid root system, which will render us unfruitful. But, if we take root in good soil we will produce good fruit. Good soil is soil that is plowed, moist and nourished. In good soil our roots can run deep and spread out. We need to be rooted in good soil. 
· Rooted in faith. Colossians 2:6-8. Do you know what makes a tumbleweed so susceptible to the wind? Tumbleweeds only put down one root, which is very shallow. So tumbleweeds are easily uprooted when the wind blows. Soon the tumbleweed is blowing wherever the wind pushes it, without any sense of direction or stability. Contrast a tumbleweed with a sequoia tree, which puts down lots of roots that go deep. Even in the midst of strong winds, sequoias stand firm, because their root structure is strong and deep. Is your root system more like a tumbleweed or a sequoia? In Eph. 4, Paul talked about the importance of being built up and unified in the faith and knowledge of Jesus in order to become mature. In our maturity, in our strengthened root system we will not be, as he said in verse 14, ‘tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.’ Being rooted in faith means I won’t be taken captive by people who are twisting the word of God to their benefit. I won’t be swindled by deceitful and conniving hypocrites who are only after my money. I won’t be led astray by the false teachings of other religions. And I will be guarded against spiritually harmful things. Being rooted in faith will keep me established and firm. 

· Rooted in trust. Jeremiah 17:5-8. If I choose to trust in man and depend on my own strength to get me through troubled times then I’m going to be in trouble. However, if I trust in Jesus and put my confidence in him, I will be sustained when the heat is on. Why? Because my root system is by the stream. In John 4 it talks about Jesus offering living water. He said in verse 14 that if we drink the water he gives we will never thirst again. If our root system is tapped into the living water, we will not need to fear hard times. Parnell Bailey visited an orange grove where an irrigation pump had broken down. The season was unusually dry and some of the trees were beginning to die for lack of water. The man giving the tour then took Bailey to his own orchard where irrigation was used sparingly. "These trees could go without rain for another two weeks," he said. "You see, when they were young, I frequently kept water from them. This hardship caused them to send their roots deeper into the soil in search of moisture. Now mine are the deepest-rooted trees in the area. While others are being scorched by the sun, these are finding moisture at a greater depth." Troubled times challenges us to extend our root system deeper down. In this time of financial stress we who are firmly rooted in Jesus don’t need to worry. Instead, we who are rooted in trust will bear fruit despite our surroundings, circumstances and situations. 

· Rooted in love. Ephesians 3:16-19. If I’m rooted in love I’m secure in love, I’m grounded in love. If I’m rooted in love I’ll be able to grasp the depth of love that Jesus has for me. Being rooted in love allows me to experience the fullness of God. If I’m rooted in love then I’m not flippant. I’m not devoted today and apathetic tomorrow. I have an unrivaled love for Jesus when I’m rooted in love. 
2) BAD ROOTS. No, I’m not talking about your hair; I’m talking about the kind of roots that are destructive to our spiritual condition. Roots are strong creatures. This can be good if we have good roots, but if we have bad roots, they can be difficult to get rid of (dandelions). Bad roots can run deep too. Therefore, we need to be disciplined in taking the steps to rip them up. What are some of these roots? 
· The root of bitterness. Hebrews 12:15, “See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.” I think it is important that the Bible calls it a root. As a root goes deep beneath the surface so it is with bitterness. Bitterness can de hidden deep within our hearts. If we have a root of bitterness it will affect the way we live. Just as the tree grows according to what the root sends up so it is with those who are fed by the root of bitterness. They will become negative, angry, defensive, or depressed. An article from The Gospel Herald: “There was a man whose health was good. He was sturdy and strong. His heart action and blood pressure were fine. Then his father died, and he got into a prolonged legal dispute with his sister about their father’s will. The case went to court, and the sister won. From that day on, the man could think of nothing more than the lawsuit and his sister. He talked about it, he thought about it, he filled himself with it; it became an obsession. And each day, he grew to hate his sister more. Then he began to have difficulty with his heart and blood pressure. Next, his kidneys bothered him. Before long, these complications killed him. I believe the man killed himself; death by bitterness.” 
· The root of greed. 1ST Timothy 6:9&10. The love of money is a root; it is a source, for all kinds of evil. The love of money is the root that feeds all kinds of evil intentions and acts. My love for money will feed my lust, it will feed my hatred and it will feed my pride. This root will cause me to lie, cheat and steal. It will cause me to compromise my integrity and morality. Greed is a bad root.
· The root of jealousy.  1st Cor. 3:3, “You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men?” Irish novelist and playwright Samuel Beckett received great recognition for his work--but not every one savored his accomplishments. Beckett’s marriage, in fact, was soured by his wife’s jealousy of his growing fame and success as a writer. One day in 1969 his wife Suzanne answered the telephone, listened for a moment, spoke briefly, and hung up. She then turned to Beckett and with a stricken look whispered, "What a catastrophe!" Was it a devastating personal tragedy? No, she had just learned that Beckett had been awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature!” The root of jealousy will rob me of my joy. It will rob me of the desire to be an encourager. Jealousy is a bad root.

· The root of idolatry. Duet. 29:18. The root of idolatry is a poisonous one. You get one person in the church that tries to instill doubt and tries to turn people away from biblical teaching and you have someone who is poisonous. We need to be aware if there is a root of idolatry in our midst. The root of idolatry is poisonous to us if we are falling away from our devotion to God. It we are allowing Satan to influence and deceive us to get us to doubt God and stray away from him, going after other things then we are cultivating a root of idolatry. Idolatry is a bad root. 
3) THE UGLY.

· Bad root=bad fruit. Matt. 7:15-20. Let’s not deceive ourselves: bad roots produce bad fruit. And a tree that bears bad fruit will be cut down and burned up. If we don’t want to endure this fate then we need to pay strict attention to our root system. Galatians 5:19-21 tells us what the bad fruit is. Some of which are sexual immorality, impurity, hatred, jealousy, selfishness, envy and drunkenness. But verses 22&23 tell us what the good fruit is. The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

CONCLUSION: Being rooted in Christ means being rooted in the principles that he stood for. We need to be rooted in things like prayer, bible study and fellowship. Instead of spending a few minutes in prayer giving God your wish list let your roots go deeper and spend time praying for others and praying for a deeper conviction toward sin and a deeper desire to want to worship and know our great God and Savior. And instead of seeing how many chapters you can read in 15 minutes and walk away proud of yourself let your roots go deeper and meditate, take notes and cross-reference. Pray that you will be disciplined to memorize scripture. And instead of determining how little fellowship you can subscribe to and still feel religious how about letting your roots go deeper and making every effort to be here when the church meets. Allowing my roots to go deeper means I’m coming early and staying late. It means I’m going beyond ‘hello, how ya doin’’ and making an effort to get to know people. It means I’m making it a priority to reach out to visitors. Being rooted in Christ means I’m conscientious about the things that matter most to Him. Paul said in Romans 11:16, “if the root is holy, so are the branches.” If I’m rooted in Christ it will show. But if I’m not rooted in Christ that’s going to show also. Our unseen roots beneath the surface greatly effect what is seen above the surface. How are your roots?
