Son of Man

In the late 1700’s, the manager of Baltimore’s largest hotel refused lodging to a man dressed like a farmer because he thought this fellow’s appearance would discredit his inn. So the man left. Later that evening, the innkeeper discovered that he had turned away none other than then Vice-President Thomas Jefferson! Immediately he sent a note to the famed patriot, asking him to come back and be his guest. Jefferson replied by instructing his messenger as follows: “Tell him I have already engaged a room. I value his good intentions highly but if he has no place for a dirty American farmer, he has none for the Vice President of the United States.” That hotel manager hadn’t realized that it was Thomas Jefferson who wanted lodging. He turned away the Vice-President of the United States because he didn’t know who he was looking at.

Look at John 12:34 "We have heard from the Law that the Christ will remain forever, so how can you say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is this ‘Son of Man’?"

Philippians 2:6-8
“Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death— even death on a cross!”

ILLUS: A man once dreamed that he was witnessing the Day of Judgment. He saw billions of people scattered out across a great plain before the throne of God. And then overheard voices:
“How can God judge us?” One asked
“What does He know about suffering?” said another, who rolled up her sleeve to reveal a tattooed number from a Nazi concentration camp “We endured terror, beatings, torture and death!”
From another group came the comment from a black man who pulled down the collar of his shirt “What about this!” he demanded, showing an ugly rope burn. “Lynched for no crime but being black! We have suffocated in slave ships, been wrenched from loved ones, toiled till death gave release.”
Far out across the plain were 100’s of such groups. Each had a complaint against God for the evil and suffering He permitted in His world. How lucky God was to live in Heaven where there was no weeping, no fear, no hunger and no hatred! SO THEY DECIDED TO MAKE THEIR CASE BEFORE GOD.
Each group sent a representative to prepare their defense... 
There was a Jew, a Black, an untouchable from India, an illegitimate person, a victim of Hiroshima, and someone who’d endured the horrors of a Siberian slave camp.
Their decision was that before God could judge them he should be “Sentenced to live on earth as a man!”
· He must be born of a despised race.
· The legitimacy of his birth should be doubted so that no one would know who was really His father.
· He should champion a cause so just, but so radical that it would bring down upon him the hate, condemnation, and efforts of every major traditional and established religious authority to eliminate him.
· He should have to try to describe what no man had ever seen, tasted, heard, or smelled - He must try to communicate God to man.
· He should be betrayed by someone he considered a friend.
· He should be indicted on false charges, tried before a prejudiced jury, and convicted by a cowardly judge.
· He should see what it is to be terribly alone and completely abandoned by every living thing.
· And He should be tortured and die the most humiliating of deaths.
And then as the man dreamed - he realized that God had already done those very things.

Jesus was willing to put aside his glory to become one of us. His purpose wasn’t to enjoy life here and have a grand old time. His purpose was to die for us, so that we may have life through his sacrifice. "We were in Mogadishu, the capital of Somalia, in East Africa, during a famine. It was so bad we walked into one village and everybody was dead. There is a stench of death that gets into your hair, gets onto your skin, gets onto your clothes, and you can’t wash it off. 
"We saw this little boy. You could tell he had worms and was malnourished; his stomach was protruding. When a child is extremely malnourished, the hair turns a reddish color, and the skin becomes crinkled as though he’s 100 years old. 
"Our photographer had a grapefruit, which he gave to the boy. The boy was so weak he didn’t have the strength to hold the grapefruit, so we cut it in half and gave it to him. He picked it up, looked at us as if to say thanks, and began to walk back towards his village. 
"We walked behind him in a way that he couldn’t see us. When he entered the village, there on the ground was a little boy who I thought was dead. His eyes were completely glazed over. It turned out that this was his younger brother. The older brother kneeled down next to his younger brother, bit off a piece of the grapefruit, and chewed it. Then he opened up his younger brother’s mouth, put the grapefruit in, and worked his brother’s jaw up and down. We learned that the older brother had been doing that for the younger brother for two weeks. 
"A couple days later the older brother died of malnutrition, and the younger brother lived. I remember driving home that night thinking, I wonder if this is what Jesus meant when he said, "There is no greater love than to lay down our life for somebody else."

For 33 years he would feel everything you and I have ever felt. He felt weak. He grew weary. He was afraid of failure. He was susceptible to wooing women. He got colds, burped and had body odor. His feelings got hurt. His feet got tired. And his head ached.

To think of Jesus in such a light is – well, it seems almost irreverent, doesn’t it? It’s not something we like to do; it’s uncomfortable. It’s so much easier to keep the humanity out of the incarnation. ( which by the way comes from 2 Latin words ‘in’ and ‘caro’ and literally means clothed in flesh)…

It’s so much easier to keep the humanity out of the incarnation. Clean the manure from around the manger. Wipe the sweat out of his eyes. Pretend he never snored or blew his nose or hit his thumb with a hammer.
He’s easier to stomach that way. There’s something about keeping Him divine that keeps Him distant, packaged and predictable. BUT – don’t do it.

Hebrews 4:14-16

15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are–yet was without sin.

Fifty years ago C. S. Lewis imagined someone objecting here: "Hey, if Jesus never sinned, then he doesn’t know what temptation is like. He lived a sheltered life and is out of touch with how strong temptation can be." Here is what Lewis wrote in response to that objection:
A silly idea is current that good people do not know what temptation means. This is an obvious lie. Only those who try to resist temptation know how strong it is. . . . A man who gives in to temptation after five minutes simply does not know what it would have been like an hour later. That is why bad people, in one sense know very little about badness. They have lived a sheltered life by always giving in. . . . Christ, because He was the only man who never yielded to temptation, is also the only man who knows to the full what temptation means

LISTEN - if Jesus had not become a man, we would not have a God who really understood us. YOU SEE - although God, would have knowledge of human life (because he created it), we might still be able to hurl the accusation, “God you just don’t understand what it’s like to be me. You can’t possibly understand the temptations I struggle with. AND – besides that I am handicapped by all kinds of weaknesses that you’ve never faced, because you’re all-powerful. My life is filled with so many problems and so much pain. AND GOD - if you can’t understand me you can’t really help me. AND - you certainly have no right to judge me.”
BUT - the fact is that “the Word became flesh and lived among us.” 

AND THEREFORE - no matter what we face, whether it’s temptation, weaknesses, or suffering Jesus can say “Been there… Dealt with that…I can help! ” 

YES - TO THOSE…

• Who feel alone
• Who are afraid
• Who had a friend betray them
• Who are tempted by (lust, money, popularity and power)
• Who are weeping over the death of a loved one
• Who had their best intentions misunderstood and twisted
• Who are stressed out by the demands of life
• Who are angry at the way the weal and powerless are treated
• Who experience disappointments and set backs
• Who had everyone walk out on them when they needed them the most
• Who had a parent turn their backs on them
• Who are in physical pain
• Who have had family members think they are crazy
• Who have had their name and reputation slander by other people
• Whose lives seemed to be filled with sorrow and grief
• Who don’t have a lot of money or material things
• Who find it so hard to do the right thing and to follow God’s will

Jesus then man says; “Been there… Dealt with that…I can help! ”

“Son of Man” Establishes Jesus’ Humanity (Luke 18:31-33)

In these verses Jesus said that the “Son of Man” would be delivered to be mocked, insulted, spit upon, scourged, and killed. He also stated that he would rise again. Jesus was emphasizing the things that would happen to his body, or his flesh. He wished to emphasize his humanity. John Calvin, in his work Institutes of the Christian Religion, says, “In the Hebrew idiom, the Son of Man means a true man: and Christ, doubtless, retained the idiom of his own tongue.” The New Bible Dictionary supports this idea when it says, “This unusual Greek expression can have arisen only as a translation of an idiomatic Semitic phrase which means either a particular member of the species ‘man’ or mankind in general . . .” M. G. Easton shares with us that the term “son of man” “denotes mankind generally, with special reference to their weakness and frailty . . . [and] it denotes the true humanity of our Lord.”

When the devil left Jesus in the desert, he didn’t leave Jesus for good. He didn’t give up and go off to tempt someone else. He left Jesus until an opportune time. He left Jesus until he felt like the time was right to tempt him again, and maybe cause him to fall.
Back when Jesus was alive, in fact all the way back to the time of Abraham, having a family and children was the most important thing for a Jewish man to do. Children were considered a gift from God, so the more children you had, the more blessed you were. They didn’t believe in life after death, so the only way a man could live on after he died was through the memory of his children. If you didn’t have any children, you would be forgotten soon after death, and thus would cease to exist. So it was very important for a man to have a wife and kids.

That’s the way I like my Jesus to be. I like him to have the same weaknesses that I have. I like him to have the same wants and needs that I have. I like him to be tempted the same way I am, because in that way he understands. He knows what happens when I’m tempted. He’s been there. He fought temptation himself, and he won. So now he can give me the strength I need to fight it. At Hebrews 4, verse 15, we can read, "For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are - yet was without sin." Jesus is like us because he experienced a full range of temptations throughout his life as a human being. We can be comforted knowing that Jesus faced temptation - he can sympathize with us. We can be encouraged knowing that Jesus faced temptation without giving in to sin. He shows that we don’t have to sin when we’re faced with the seductive lure of temptation. It’s not a sin to be tempted. It only becomes a sin when we give in to temptation. Paul wrote about this in First Corinthians, chapter 10, verses 12 and 13: "So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall! No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it." And in First Peter, verse 8, we read, "Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour." When we’re feeling alone, weak, and helpless, we sometimes become so focused on our troubles that we forget to watch out for danger. At times like these, we become especially vulnerable to temptations. Peter is warning us to be alert to the danger of temptation that comes from Satan.

In the classic devotional My Utmost for His Highest, Oswald Chambers tells us that, “The Cross of Christ is a triumph for the Son of Man. It was not only a sign that Our Lord had triumphed, but that He had triumphed to save the human race [from sin]. Every human being can get through into the presence of God now because of what the Son of Man went through.” John Calvin tells us that Jesus came “to restore us to the divine favor, so as to make us, instead of sons of men, sons of God; instead of heirs of hell, heirs of a heavenly kingdom. Who could do this unless the Son of God should also become the Son of Man, and so receive what is ours as to transfer to us what is his, making that which is his by nature to become ours by grace?”

Lawrence Richards tells us, “On the one hand, of course, the phrase ‘Son of Man’ emphasizes Jesus’ full humanity. But even greater significance is found in the fact that . . . ‘Son of Man’ signifies Jesus’ redemptive work and mission. In the term ‘Son of Man’ Jesus presents Himself as the Victor, for He accomplished all that man was intended to do, and becomes all that man was intended to be . . . [The Son of Man was] a Man, with God’s prerogative of forgiving sin. A Man, with power to heal and to give life. A Man, yet Victor over death. In Jesus the very power of God entered the mainstream of humanity, and in Jesus’ authority as the Son of Man you and I find an anchor for our hope . . . The Man with all power lives today.
