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SUNDAY SCHOOL-ROOTS.

1) Genealogy roots. Anyone study their genealogy? Anyone have a famous ancestor or notable relative? (Classmate Rob Garfield-descendent of Pres. James Garfield).

2) Importance of historical roots. Rev. 22:16. Jesus was a root of David. Why was this important? Fulfillment of prophecy-Isaiah 11:1. The genealogy lists for Jesus. Matt. 1:1-17, Luke 3:21-38. Significance? For authenticity of Jesus as the Messiah. In both lists there is a connection to David, which is important for the Jews to recognize. ‘Son of David’ was a popular Messianic title. Various people used it when speaking to Jesus throughout his ministry. In Matthew the list stops at Abraham for the purpose of appealing to his Jewish audience (John 8:33). In Luke, the genealogy goes all the way back to God which supports the claim as God’s Son as stated in the previous baptism verses. Plus, by going all the way back to Adam, it shows Jesus’ connection to the whole human race. 

3) Luke 13:6-9. There’s no question whether or not we are supposed to be bearing fruit. Artificial plants look good but that’s about all. They’re not beneficial beyond that. There’s no root system; there’s no fruit. Do you know anyone like that? They look good, act right, talk right, and have all appearances of being real, but there’s not any fruit in their lives. A living plant will eventually bear fruit or else it will die. The same principle can be applied to the Christian. 

4) Matt. 7:24-27. Foundations. The Leaning Tower of Pisa in Italy is going to fall. Scientists travel yearly to measure the building’s slow descent. They report that the 179-foot tower moves about one-twentieth of an inch a year, and is now 17 feet out of plumb. They further estimate that by the year 2007 the 810-year old tower will have leaned too far and will collapse onto the nearby restaurant. Quite significantly, the word "Pisa" means "marshy land," which gives some clue as to why the tower began to lean even before it was completed. Also--its foundation is only 10 feet deep! The foundation is the most important aspect of a building. It isn’t the most impressive, but it is the most important part. No one stops their car in awe of a building’s foundation. We often are awestruck by the beauty or size of an edifice. What we forget is that the structure would not be possible or safe without a foundation that is adequate and one that is able to provide security, strength, and stability. We must have a firm foundation. Without a foundation, our church and our lives will fall into ruin just as surely as the man who built his house upon the sand lost it all when the floods came and carried him away. Get ready because the floods are coming. Satan will not cease to attack you in every way possible. If we are going to stand against the flood of sin, then we must be rooted and grounded with that firm foundation. Prov. 10:25, “When the storm has swept by, the wicked are gone, but the righteous stand firm forever.” Make sure you build on the solid rock of the precious Cornerstone, Jesus Christ.

CONCLUSION: Roots or Shoots? We might have a tendency to be more focused on our shoots than our roots. But if our root system isn’t solid, our shoots will be shot. 

