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the forgotten chapters of revelation

Introduction:
If ever you’ve been a part of a discussion on the book of Revelation then you’ve no doubt focused on chapters four and beyond, which focus largely on symbolism and prophecy. Not much attention, however, has been given to the first three chapters? This may be the only book where the words of Jesus are commonly overlooked. In this study we’ll focus on what Jesus had to say to the seven churches and how those statements are relevant to the Christian church of today.  Up until now the book of Revelation may have caused you discouragement in trying to understand its complexities. This study will concentrate not on the futuristic events, but on the structure of the church, pertaining to both the state of the church as a whole and the condition of its members. 

I.
Overview/background
A. Author- The author identifies himself as John three times in the opening chapter and once in 22:8. From as early as the second century A.D. it has been held that this John was the apostle John, son of Zebedee. (see Matthew 10:2)

B. Date of writing- A few dates have been suggested although most scholars date the book around 95A.D. It was written at a time when Christians were undergoing persecutions under Roman rule during the reign of Domitian. 

C. Location- John received this revelation while he was imprisoned on the island of Patmos, a Roman penal colony located in the Aegean Sea. He was exiled there for his activities as a Christian missionary. 

D. Recipients- The seven churches that John wrote about were located in a province of Asia in what is now primarily western Turkey. 

E. Purpose- Since Roman authorities were beginning to enforce the cult of emperor worship; Christians were facing hostility for holding that Jesus, not Caesar, was Lord. Some within the church were advocating a policy of compromise, which had to be corrected before its subtle influence could cause the Christians to fall away. Many of those that made up the church weren’t around in the days of Jesus. This revelation was sent to the churches to confirm that Jesus hadn’t forgotten them, knowing that they needed encouragement to follow the One whom they had not seen. 

CHAPTER ONE

I.
FOCAL POINTS:

A. The revelation of Jesus Christ, given to him by God (v1).

B. He who reads these words and he who hears these words will be blessed (v3).

C. The introduction of the immediate recipient- John (v4).

D. The omniscience of God (v4&v8).

E. The seven spirits before the throne (v4).

F. The tri-fold description of Jesus (v5).

G. What we have been made into (v6).

H. Announcement of Jesus’ coming (v7).

I. John’s conditions for being at Patmos (v9).

J. The seven churches and their locations (v11).

K. The seven golden lampstands (v12).

L. The description of Jesus (v13-16).

M. The totality of Jesus (v17&18).

N. The tri-fold visionary statement (v19).

The mystery of the seven stars and the seven golden lampstands (v20).

II.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1)
What is the definition of ‘revelation’? ______________________

2) Who wrote this book? _________________

3) Where was he when he wrote it? ____________________

4) Why was he there? _______________________________

5) On what day did he receive this revelation? ________________

6) To whom was this book addressed? ________________________   

7) Why? _______________________________________________

8) Verse three says that we will be blessed by the words of this book. Why don’t we feel blessed when we read Revelation? __________________________________________________

9) What do we learn of Jesus in verses 5&6? _____________________

10) What is said about the coming of Christ? __________________

11) Who does Jesus say he is in verse 8? _____________________

12) In verses 17&18? ___________________________________

13) What do we think about Jesus’ description in verses 13-16? -_______________________________________________

14) What is John told to do in verse 19? ______________________

15) What is the explanation for the seven stars and lampstands? _______________________________________________
CHAPTER TWO-EPHESUS

FOCAL POINTS:

A. They are commended for their works, labor and perseverance (v2). 

B.  They have lost their first love (v4).

C. They are told to remember and repent (v5)

D. Warning concerning their refusal to repent (v5)

E. They are looked on with favor for hating the practices of the Nicolaitans (v6).

F. They are told to hear (listen) to what the spirit is saying (v7).

G. The reward that awaits those who overcome (v7).
BACKGROUND:

Ephesus was the most important city in Western Asia Minor (now Turkey). Its harbor opened into the Cayster River, which emptied into the Aegean Sea. Because it was at an intersection of major trade routes, Ephesus became a commercial center, and therefore, an emporium. At the time of Paul it was the most famous and the most populace city in Asia. However, it boasted a pagan temple dedicated to the Roman goddess Diana (in Greek it is Artemis) one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. It also had a large theater, which held 25,000 people, along with gymnasiums, baths, a stadium, temples and a council hall. In Acts 19 and of course in the book of Ephesians we can read of Paul’s missionary work he did there around 60 A.D. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1) Why is the letter addressed to the angel of the church of Ephesus? ____________________________________________________

2) What is said of Jesus in verse one? __________________________

3) For what does the Lord commend the church in Ephesus? ___________________________________________________

4) For what does the Lord condemn them? _________________________

5) What does that mean? _____________________________________

6) What solution does Jesus give for restoration? ____________________

7) What does that mean? ______________________________________

8) What is the warning Jesus gives to the church? ____________________

9) What does Jesus say is favorable in verse 6? _____________________

10) Who were the Nicolaitans? __________________________________

11) What does Jesus tell us to do in verse 7? ________________________

12) What will be our reward if we overcome? _________________________

13) Given the state of the Ephesian church, how does that compare to the church of today? _________________________________________

CHAPTER TWO- SMYRNA

FOCAL POINTS:

A. The Lord gives them no condemnation.

B. Jesus knows their affliction and poverty-yet he calls them rich (v9a).

C. They are being slandered by those who say they are Jews, but are actually a synagogue of Satan (v9b). 

D. They are told not to fear what they are about to suffer, for they are being tested.  Jesus reveals what will happen to some of them and also, how long it will last (v10a).

E. They are promised the crown of life if they remain faithful (v10b).

F. Those who overcome will not be hurt by the second death (v11).

BACKGROUND:

Smyrna is located in what is now called Izmir. They were closely aligned with Rome and eager to meet its demands for emperor worship.  This, in addition to having a large Jewish population made it extremely difficult to live there as a Christian. An early martyr named Polycarp was bishop of Smyrna.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1) How does Jesus refer to himself in verse 8? ______________________

2) What does Jesus commend the church for? ______________________

3) What are the people of verse 9 guilty of? ________________________

4) Explain what that means. ____________________________________

5) Why do you think Jesus uses ‘Satan’ in verse 9, but ‘the devil’ in verse 10? ______________________________________________________

6) Why does Jesus tell them not to be afraid? _______________________

7) Why are we allowed to suffer persecution? _______________________

8) What is the significance of 10 days of suffering? ___________________

9) What will happen to them if they are faithful and persevere? ___________

10) What does Jesus promise in verse 11? __________________________

11) Even though there were no faults listed against this church, they were still going to have to suffer persecution. Does that seem fair? Why or why not? _____________________________________________________

12) How does the account of Smyrna help us in today’s church? _____________________________________________________

CHAPTER TWO-PERGAMUM

FOCAL POINTS:

A. Jesus commends them for staying true, despite where they live (v13a).

B. He commends them for not renouncing their faith, in spite of what happened to Antipas (v 13b).

C. He condemns those who hold to the teaching of Balaam (v14).

D. He condemns those who hold to the teachings of the Nicolaitans (v15).

E. He tells them to repent before he comes to them himself to fight (v16).

F. He promises that those who overcome will receive hidden manna (v17a).

G. They will also receive a white stone on which is written a name known only by he who receives it (v17b).

BACKGROUND:

Pergamum is what is now known as Bergama, the ancient capital of Asia. It’s name in Greek means “citadel” and is the origin of our word, “parchment”. It was built on a cone-shaped hill rising 1,000 feet above the surrounding valley.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1) What does Jesus commend the church for? ______________________

2) Where does Jesus say they live? ______________________________

3) What does that mean? ______________________________________

4) What does it mean to be true to Jesus’ name? _____________________

5) What does it mean to ‘renounce your faith’? ______________________

6) Who was Antipas and what happened to him? ____________________

7) What does Jesus have against them? ___________________________

8) Who was Balaam? ________________________________________

9) Who was Balak? _________________________________________

10) Who were the Nicolaitans? __________________________________

11) What are they told to do in verse 16? ___________________________

12) What does Jesus say will happen if they don’t? ____________________

13) What two things does Jesus promise to give to those who overcome? ______________________________________________________

14) What is ‘hidden manna’? ____________________________________

15) What is the ‘white stone’? ___________________________________

16) Why does only he who receives it know the new name? ______________

17) What similarities are there between this church and the church of today? ______________________________________________________

CHAPTER TWO-THYATIRA

FOCAL POINTS:

A. They are commended for their love and faith, for their service and perseverance, and for doing more now than they did at first (v19).

B. He condemns them for tolerating Jezebel (v20a).

C. Jezebel calls herself a prophetess and she misleads the servants (v20b)

D. Jesus gave her time to repent but she was unwilling (v21).

E. Jesus causes her to suffer and also those who followed her (v22).

F. Jesus explains the reason behind the punishment (v23).

G. Jesus’ instructions to those who haven’t defiled themselves by her (v24)

H. Jesus’ promise of authority to those who overcome ‘til the end (v26).

I. Jesus also promises to give the morning star (v28).

BACKGROUND:

Thyatira is what is now known as Akhisar. It was founded by Seleucus I (311-280 B.C.) and was used as a military outpost. It was noted for its many trade associations. Lydia, who was a dealer in fabric, was from there (Acts 16:14).  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1) What does the Lord commend the church of Thyatira for? ____________________________________________________

2) What did Jesus mean that they were doing more now than they did at first? ________________________________________________

3) What does He condemn them for? __________________________

4) How does Jesus describe Himself in verse 18? _________________

5) Who was Jezebel? ______________________________________

6) What did she do? _______________________________________

7) Can you name any prophetesses of the Bible? _________________

8) More than once in this chapter Jesus refers to the sins of eating food sacrificed to idols and sexual immorality. What is His reason(s) for this? ____________________________________________________

9) What are some ways that we could be mislead by the teachings of a false prophet/prophetess? _______________________________

10) What do we learn about Jesus in verse 21? ____________________

11) What do we learn about Him in verse 22? _____________________

12) Why are those that followed Jezebel called her ‘children’ in verse 23? ____________________________________________________

13) What is Jesus’ motive in verse 23? __________________________

14) What are His instructions for the rest of those in Thyatira? ____________________________________________________

15) Why does Jesus seem lenient in verses 24b &25? _______________

16) What are the so-called ‘Satan’s secrets’ in verse 24? _____________

17) What is promised to those who overcome in verse 26? ____________

18) What do we make of verse 27? _____________________________

19) What is the second thing that Jesus promises to give? ____________

20) What is the ‘morning star’? ________________________________ 

CHAPTER THREE-SARDIS

FOCAL POINTS:

A. They have a reputation for being alive, though they are dead (v1).

B. Jesus tells them to wake up and strengthen what remains (v2a). 

C. Jesus has found their deeds to be incomplete (v2b).

D. Jesus tells them to remember, obey and repent (v3a).

E. Jesus warns them what will happen if they don’t (v3b).

F. Jesus addresses the select few who have not soiled their clothes (v4a).

G. He tells them that they will walk with him, dressed in white, for they are worthy (v4b).

H. Jesus says that all who overcome will likewise be dressed in white (5a).

I. They will also never have their names blotted out from the book of life, as they will be acknowledged before the Father and his angels (v5b).

BACKGROUND:

Sardis is what is now known as Sart. It was the capital of the ancient kingdom of Lydia. It was a city of great wealth and fame. The acropolis (the upper fortified part of an ancient Greek city) was a natural fortress on the northern ridge of Mount Tmolus. It rose 1,500 feet above the lower valley.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1) For what does the Lord condemn the Sardis church? ____________________________________________________

2) Why does it mean to have the reputation of being alive? ____________________________________________________

3) What do you make of Jesus’ opening statement in verse 2? ____________________________________________________

4) Explain what the rest of verse 2 means. ____________________________________________________

5) What are they told to remember in verse 3 and why? ____________________________________________________

6) What is the warning given to them? __________________________

7) Jesus addresses a different group of people in verse 4. What does he commend them for? _____________________________________

8) What does he promise them and also to those who overcome? ____________________________________________________

9) What do we make of these promises? ________________________

10) Why would our names need to be acknowledged before God and his angels? ______________________________________________

11) What do we learn from the attitude and condition of the church at Sardis? _____________________________________________

12) What lesson should we take from this? ________________________

CHAPTER THREE- PHILADELPHIA

FOCAL POINTS:

A. Jesus says that he holds the key of David. What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open (v7).

B. Jesus has placed before them an open door (v8a).

C. He knows their strength is weak, yet they have kept His word and have not denied his Name (v8b).

D. There are those who are of the synagogue of Satan. They claim to be Jews but are liars instead (v9a).

E. Jesus will make them come and fall at their feet and acknowledge that He loved them (v9b).

F. They have kept His command to endure patiently (v10a).

G. Therefore, they will be kept from the hour of trial that is to come upon the whole world, to test those who live on the earth (v10b).

H. They are told to hold on to what they have so that no one will take their crown (v11).

I. To those who overcome, Jesus will make him a pillar in the temple of God and he will never leave it.

J. They will have written on them the Name of God and the name of the city of God, the new Jerusalem, and also Jesus’ new name as well (v12).

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1) What is the key of David mentioned in verse 7?  ISAIAH 22:20-22. 

2) Can you think of another place where Jesus is talking about keys? MATTHEW 16:19. Why would Jesus give those keys to Peter? Why would Jesus say in 3:7 that what he (David) opens no one can shut and vice versa instead of applying that authority to himself?

3) What is the ‘open door’ spoken of in verse 8?  THE DOOR TO THE KINGDOM. THE DOOR OF OPPORTUNITY.

4) They have kept his word and been true to his name. Some would think that would be enough, but Jesus said their strength was still depleted.  What caused this? THEIR STRENGTH WAS SAPPED BY THOSE OF THE SYNAGOGUE OF SATAN 

5) What other church mentions the ‘synagogue of Satan’? SMYRNA 

6) Jesus says that he will make them come and fall at their feet and acknowledge that he has loved them. What would cause the false Jews to think that Jesus hadn’t loved them? THEY WEREN’T FLASHY ENOUGH. WEREN’T PROSPEROUS

7) What is the ‘hour of trial’ that is coming upon the world?   13:5-10

8) Jesus gives an urgent warning in verse 11. What is this ‘crown’ and who would be able to take it? 1ST COR. 9:24-27

9) What does it mean to be a pillar in the temple of God? PILLAR SYMBOLIZES STRENGTH AND SUPPORT

10) What three names are written on he who overcomes? THE NAME OF GOD, JESUS’ NEW NAME AND CITY OF GOD WHICH IS ZION (HEBREWS 11:22)

11) God was known by many names, which one do you think will be written? EXODUS 3:13-15

12) Why would Jesus need a new name? HE IS NOW IN HIS GLORIFIED STATE.  WE WILL HAVE NEW NAMES AS WELL IN OUR GLORIFIED STATE (Rev. 2:17 Perg.)

What do we conclude about the church of ‘brotherly love’ and how does their situation relate to the church of today? THEY WERE APPREHENSIVE ABOUT POSSIBILITIES (OPEN DOOR), THEY WERE WEAKENED AND IN DANGER OF LOSING THEIR CROWN, YET WERE TRUE TO THE NAME AND HIS WORD AND HAVE ENDURED PATIENTLY. TODAY- WE NEED TO WATCH OUT FOR THOSE WHO CLAIM TO BE CHRISTIANS BUT ARE NOT. WE NEED TO KNOW THAT BEING TRUE TO JESUS’ NAME AND WORD MAY NOT BE ENOUGH SOMETIMES. BROTHERLY LOVE.

13) CHAPTER THREE-LAODICEA

FOCAL POINTS:

A. Jesus calls Himself the Amen, the faithful and true witness and the ruler of God’s creation (v14).

B. The Laodiceans are neither hot nor cold; they are lukewarm (v15).

C. Therefore, Jesus says he will spit them out of His mouth (v16).

D. Jesus points out their dependency on wealth (v17a).

E. He opens their eyes to what they really are (v17b).

F. He counsels them to buy gold, refined in the fire, to become truly rich, white clothes to cover their shameful nakedness and salve to put on their eyes so that they may see (v18).

G. Jesus says that those he loves he rebukes and disciplines. So be earnest and repent (v19).

H. Jesus calls out for anyone who hears his voice. He stands at the door and knocks. For anyone who opens the door, Jesus will come in and dine with him (v20).

I. To those who overcome, Jesus gives the right to sit with Him on His throne, as he overcame and sat with His Father on His throne (v21).

 BACKGROUND:

Laodicea is located near modern Denizli. The wealthiest city in Phrygia during Roman times, it was widely known for its banking establishments, medical school and textile industry. Its major weakness was lack of an adequate water supply. Each of these characteristics is mentioned in the letter.  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1) What do we make of Jesus’ three self-designations in verse 14? ____________________________________________________

2)  What does the Lord condemn them for? ______________________

3) What does verse 15 mean? ________________________________

4) What does Jesus tell them he is going to do in verse 16? __________

5) What does that mean? ___________________________________

6) What was the attitude of the church in verse 17? ________________

7) What was the reality of the situation? ________________________

8) Why couldn’t they see that? _______________________________

9) What were they encouraged to do in verse 18? _________________

10) What do we make of the three different items? __________________

11) What was the Laodiceans’ shameful nakedness? __________________________________________________

12) Why does the Lord rebuke and discipline those he loves? ____________________________________________________

13) What is Jesus talking about in verse 20? ____________________________________________________

14) What does it mean to ‘eat’ with Jesus? _______________________

15) What will it mean to sit on the throne with Jesus? ____________________________________________________

16) How can the love of money keep us from being able to ‘see’? ____________________________________________________

17) How can our pride keep us from ‘hearing’ (v22)? ____________________________________________________

18) What have you learned from the state of the Laodicean church? ____________________________________________________

19) How can that awareness help you in your observation of today’s church? ______________________________________________

20) What is Jesus calling the world-wide church to be? ____________________________________________________


