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THE GOSPEL

(Part One)

INTRODUCTION: I’ve been doing a sermon series on what it means to be a Christian. I covered seven commitments that illustrate what Jesus expects from those who are called by his name. They are: student, servant, to be like Jesus, suffer persecution, confess Christ to men, have an unrivaled love for Jesus and radical repentance. Now that I know what a Christian is, how do I become one? What does it take to become a follower of Jesus? I’ll be talking about the three “P”s-the problem, the plan and the plea. 

1) THE PROBLEM. The first thing to realize is that there is a problem we need to face. We find out about that problem early on in the bible.

· Genesis 2:16&17. God gave Adam a command and the consequence for disobeying the command.

· 3:6. Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s command.

· 3:8-11. Their sin is exposed before God.

· 3:22-24. God banishes them from the Garden of Eden.

· But wait? Adam and Eve didn’t die when they ate the fruit. They didn’t die physically (although at that point their sin did invite physical death upon mankind) but at that moment they died spiritually. Their relationship with God was now changed because of their disobedience. Their separation from the perfect place was also a separation from God. This is the problem. 

· Isaiah 59:1&2. Sin produces separation between God and man. When Adam and Eve sinned, they were not only banished from the garden, they were also banished from the presence of God. Their special union with God was broken. 

· Paul said in Ephesians 2:1, “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins.” When we sin, we die spiritually.
· The problem to be faced is sin. Why is sin a problem? Some people might answer, ‘sin is a problem because it gets us in trouble.’ Or, ‘sin is a problem because God doesn’t like it.’ While these are true, these aren’t the main problem. The reason sin is a problem is because it makes us spiritually dead and through sin we are separated from God. And the reason that’s a problem is because unless something is done about it, we will remain spiritually dead and therefore, eternally separated from God. This is the problem.

· Everyone has this sin problem. No one can escape this sin problem. Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” And in vs. 10 before that Paul said, “As it is written: There is no one righteous, not even one.” Therefore, everyone who has ever been born, except for Jesus, has this sin problem. 

· But you will hear people say, ‘but I’m a good person’. You may be a person that does good things but you’re still a sinner. And no amount of good deeds can change that. Our good deeds will not take care of our sin problem.

· You will hear people say, ‘but we’re all God’s children’. That’s not true. We’re all God’s creation but we’re not all his children. “But God loves everybody, doesn’t he?” Yes, but the fact that God loves us does not mean he will overlook our sin. Our sin problem has to be taken care of. We are all sinners and we are all destined to spend eternity separated from God. That’s the bad news. But there is good news. This is where the second “P” comes in. 

2) THE PLAN. God has developed a plan to take care of our sin problem.

· John 3:16-18. God’s love was shown in sending Jesus. Jesus can take care of our sin problem. (Vs. 17&18): Jesus wasn’t sent to condemn the world because we were already condemned because of sin. That’s why we stand condemned already. But through Jesus we can escape this condemnation.
· Jesus said in John 5:24, “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.” We can cross over from spiritual death to spiritual life through Jesus. 
· Ephesians 2:4&5. If we put our faith in Jesus we can experience God’s wonderful grace and be set free from sin’s penalty. We can be alive in Christ.
· But how did Jesus take care of my sin problem? 1st Peter 2:22-24. Jesus, who never sinned, took the penalty for the sins of mankind. Jesus’ death on the cross paid the penalty for us. We who have sinned were spiritually dead but Jesus came to give us life through his sacrifice. For those who trust in him, we are healed through his wounds. Only Jesus could take care of our sin problem because he was the only one without sin. 

· Through Jesus’ death, we are reconciled to God. Colossians 1:19-22. To reconcile means to be brought back together. We who were once separated from God because of our sin are now reconciled to him through Jesus. Through Jesus’ sacrifice there is peace between God and us. Through our sin we actually became an enemy of God. But because of what Jesus did, God no longer looks at us as sinners but instead we are pure in his sight because Jesus took our sins away by nailing them to the cross. Only Jesus was able to bring us back together with God. Not Muhammad, not Buddha, not ourselves; Jesus.

· Eternal life is not something we earn; it is a gift. Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  A wage is something you earn for something you do. What we’ve done is sin. The “wage” we’ve earned from that is death. A gift, however, is not something earned but rather something offered. When someone gives me a Christmas present it’s not something I earned, it was given freely. Therefore, God’s gift of eternal life through Jesus is not something I can earn, it is something given with no obligation. When I work, you’re required to pay me. But God didn’t have to give the gift of eternal life. His love was so great that he offered it. He could’ve let us die for our disobedience to his commands. Instead, he took pity on us and sent us his only Son. But, when does that gift do me any good? Just because I’m offered this gift doesn’t mean I’m automatically going to benefit from it. There can be a nice gift wrapped in shiny paper with a pretty bow on top of it sitting on the table addressed to me. Unless I go over and unwrap the gift, it isn’t going to benefit me at all. Such as it is with God’s gift. It’s offered to all but unfortunately not everyone will accept it. Some will leave it there, untouched. In order to benefit from God’s gift of grace we have to accept it. We have to respond to God’s offered gift.
CONCLUSION: The problem is sin. Why is sin the problem? Because it separates us from God and it renders us spiritually dead. But God had a plan for dealing with our sin problem. Through Jesus we can cross from death to life. Once we recognize that we have this sin problem and understand that only through Jesus can this sin problem be taken care of, we now need to accept God’s gift of grace. But how do we accept this gift? What’s involved in that? That’s the third “P”-plea. I’ll talk about that one next time. 
