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THE GOSPEL (part three)

INTRODUCTION: Today I’m completing a series that started with seven commitments one makes when they become a Christian. The seven commitments are to be a student of Jesus, to be a servant of Jesus, to be conformed to the image of Jesus, to be willing to suffer for Jesus, to be a witness for Jesus, to put Jesus first in our life and to radically repent. Then I talked about three “p”s-the problem, the plan and the plea. The problem is sin. Why is sin a problem? Because it separates us from God. And if that problem isn’t taken care of before we die, we will be eternally separated from God. But fortunately, God had a plan for dealing with our sin problem. He sent Jesus to take the penalty for our sins when he was crucified. Then he conquered death when he resurrected from the dead. Therefore, we can conquer spiritual death too when we trust in Jesus for salvation. In the plea to accept Jesus as Savior and Lord there are four components. First, we need to put our faith in Jesus. We need to see our need for a savior and we need to believe that only through Jesus can we be reconciled to God. Then, we need to repent of our sins. We need to make the decision to turn away from our old way of living and turn to God and the new way of life. Today, I’ll be talking about the other two components-baptism and confession. Let’s see how they play a part in the plea to accept Jesus. 

1) Baptism.

· Baptism is required for salvation. Acts 2:38-41. At baptism I receive the two things that mark me as a Christian-forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit (vs. 38). Some think that they can just pray Jesus into their heart and they are saved. This isn’t true. Nowhere in scripture will you see someone becoming born-again simply through a prayer. But what you will see is how baptism is connected with someone coming to Jesus. Baptism isn’t just something you do after you’re saved; it’s part of the salvation process. It’s not simply an outward sign of an inward change; it’s a component of that change. 

· Jesus himself tells us. Mark 16:16, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever doesn’t believe will be condemned.” Jesus said it himself clearly and concisely. Salvation comes through belief and baptism. 
· Baptism is a death, burial and resurrection. Romans 6:3-6. We are lowered (submerged) into the water, which represents our burial with Christ, our dying to self. We are raised out of the water, which represents our resurrection with Christ. We are a new creation as we have now received forgiveness of our sins and the indwelling gift of the Holy Spirit. Baptism is more than just a ritual. 
· At our baptism we clothe ourselves with Christ. Galatians 3:26&27. Since we have been clothed with Christ, we are all equal. There shouldn’t be any favoritism. There is no room for racism or bigotry. We shouldn’t look down on a fellow Christian for any reason because he, along with us, has been clothed with Jesus. Being clothed with Christ also means putting on the character of Christ. In being clothed with Christ we are ones who represent Christ to others. When people see us now as born again believers, they should see Jesus. Clothing ourselves with Christ means we have put on the attributes and characteristics of Jesus. We demonstrate compassion, grace, mercy, forgiveness and love. We also show Jesus’ bravery, boldness and endurance. 

· Philip and the Ethiopian. Acts 8:34-38. If baptism wasn’t a necessary component for salvation than why the sudden stop of the chariot? He could’ve waited until he got back home and did it in front of family and friends. 

· Paul’s conversion. When Paul was retelling his conversion experience, he recalled the words spoken to him by Ananias. Acts 22:16, “And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.” Ananias provided a sense of urgency when speaking to Paul about baptism. Plus, Ananias connected baptism with the forgiveness of sins.

· Paul and the Philippian jailer. Paul and his companion Silas were in the town of Philippi preaching the gospel. When they had cast out a demon from a slave girl her owners were upset because this demon allowed the girl to be a fortune-teller. When they realized their moneymaker was gone, they had Paul and Silas brought before the judges. They were flogged and beaten severely and then they were thrown in prison.  But look what happens. Acts 16:25-34. It says in verse 33 that immediately the jailer and his family were baptized. Why such an urgency? After the beatings that Paul and Silas had to endure, they were hurting badly. There was no rush; this family was already saved. The baptism could wait until a more convenient time. But that’s not what happened. The jailer and his family were baptized immediately because they understood through Paul and Silas’s teaching that baptism was the point when one became a Christian. Baptism was when sins were forgiven and the Holy Spirit was given. They knew their baptism shouldn’t be put off.

· Baptism alone won’t save us. 1st Peter 3:20&21. The baptism water isn’t magical. If I just go up and get baptized without the pledge of a good conscience, without faith and repentance then I’m not coming out of the water as a new creation, I’m coming out as a wet sinner. Baptism alone won’t save a person. We also need to make a commitment to surrender our lives to the Lordship of Jesus. There’s more to the salvation process than baptism. 

2) Confession.

· We need to confess Jesus as Lord. Romans 10:8-10. We need to be willing to publicly declare that Jesus is our Lord and Savior. A public declaration of faith shows witnesses that I am in full understanding of what I am doing. I am also committing to going and confessing Christ’s salvation to others. We need to confess to the lost that Jesus is Lord just as someone did for us. 

CONCLUSION: In order to accept salvation through Jesus Christ I need to recognize that I am a sinner, and because of that I am guilty of sending Jesus to the cross. Then I need to repent and turn from my self-directed lifestyle to God and surrender my will to him. Then I need to become baptized into Christ so that my sins will be forgiven and I will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. And I need to confess Jesus as Lord. Some people live like they can have Jesus as Savior without making him their Lord. It doesn’t work that way. Jesus is both Lord and Savior. You can’t separate those two terms. If you haven’t made the decision to turn your life over to Jesus what are you waiting for? Your eternal destiny is at stake. Accept the free gift of salvation offered to you through Jesus. 

