2nd Timothy 1:10: I like to take verses in their context to better understand their true meaning. Therefore, I will start with verse nine. In this passage, Paul is encouraging Timothy to be faithful and to not give up hope. Here in verse nine, Paul encourages Timothy by telling him (and us) that the power of God has saved us and called us to a holy life; a sanctified life worthy of the calling we have received. This ability is not of our own accord, but only through the grace of God and for His purpose, not ours. The interesting sentence comes in, “This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time.” This means that God’s plan of salvation was written long before it came to be revealed as a written historical fact. (Verse 10) But, when the timing was right, that plan was revealed in the emergence of Jesus. He has destroyed death by resurrecting from the dead and has brought the true meaning of life and immortality to us in an understandable dimension by what he did up to, during, and after His crucifixion. His gospel shows us what the Way, the Truth and the Life really are; and no one comes to inherit the reception into Eternal Life but through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

1st Thessalonians 4:14-18: Again, I will cover this passage in its context, starting in verse 13. Paul is referring to the next coming of the Lord. Paul tells his readers not to be ignorant about those who have fallen asleep (v13). Paul is referring to those Christians who have already died. The Thessalonians feared that those who had died before the return of Jesus would not be able to take part in the ascension of the saints. Paul tells them not to grieve like those who have no hope. Verse 14 has an interesting contrast that I hadn’t really paid attention to before. Notice in verse 13 it says those who have “fallen asleep”; but in verse 14 Paul refers to Jesus as having “died”. What’s the difference? I believe Paul emphasized the difference to show that Jesus took on the full measure of death that those who have trusted in Him wouldn’t have to face. Therefore, they have just ‘fallen asleep’, waiting for the glorious coming of their Redeemer. So, when Jesus comes again, he will bring with him those who have preceded the ones who will still be alive when this event occurs. (Verse 15): “According to the Lord’s own word.” The statement of Jesus that follows that sentence is not found in the Gospels. Therefore, it must be either a direct revelation given to Paul, or else it refers to a statement of Jesus that wasn’t recorded. “We will not precede…” This does not mean that Paul thought that he would definately still be alive at Jesus’ return. In 1st Cor. 6:4 and 2nd Cor. 4:14, Paul stated that Jesus will raise “us” (self inclusive) up at that time. We will not precede those who have fallen asleep because Jesus is bringing them with Him. (Verse 16): Jesus will come down from Heaven in the same way that he went up (Acts 1:11). “With a loud command and with the voice of the Archangel (Michael), and with the trumpet call of God.” This will be no secret event. This return comes with much fanfare. (1st Cor.15: 50-52). (Verse 17): Those who are still alive will ascend as Jesus originally did in Acts 1:11. We will be ‘caught-up’ (raptured) to meet them. Then we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore, (verse 18) let’s encourage each other (fellow believers) with the assured hope that the time will come when the suffering in this life we endure for the sake and cause of Christ will not be in vain. There’s an interesting note: In verse 14 it says that Jesus will bring with him those who have fallen asleep, yet in verse 16 it says the dead in Christ will rise first. Does this refer to two sets of believers? Possibly the ones who Jesus brings with Him (v14) are those of the Old Testament who believed but had not had the opportunity to accept salvation through the name of Jesus. The second set (v16) could be those who are believers who died after Jesus ascended but before this letter was written. 

