WEDNESDAY NIGHT STUDY-Aug. 19, 2009

Read Matthew 3:16-4:1-11. 

1) Vs. 1. “Led by the Spirit to be tempted by the devil.” Why would God allow this? Read Deut. 8:1-5. God put the Israelites through a similar test. Is this an isolated circumstance or would God allow that to happen to us? If we are facing a monumental task/undertaking for the Lord, God might allow this to show us that we’re prepared to do this great work of God through the great power of God.

2) Vs. 2. “Forty days and forty nights”. When Moses went up on the mountain to receive instructions about the tabernacle and the 10 commandments he was there for forty days and nights (Ex. 24:18). Elijah experienced a fast of the same length (1st. Kings 19:8). He, like Moses, met with the Lord on the mountain of God. Is it coincidental that Moses, Elijah and Jesus went through the same period of fasting? Luke 9:28-31. Read footnote for verse 30.
3) Vs. 3&4. What Satan is asking Jesus to do doesn’t seem so wrong. Jesus is hungry. And since he is the Son of God he has the power to turn stones into bread. He’s been fasting for forty days. Shouldn’t he be entitled to some bread? What’s the problem? First of all, Satan gave Jesus a command, ‘tell these stones to become bread’. Jesus wasn’t about to comply with a command from the enemy. Second, Satan is trying to get Jesus to work according to his will, not God’s. That’s why Jesus’ reply, ‘man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God,’ is significant. We don’t live or conduct our decisions based in materialism, but rather on spirituality. My actions aren’t based on my needs but God’s provision. Jesus wouldn’t have given himself something he wanted, but rather something he needed. But, even in this, Jesus had the wisdom to wait on God to provide. Thirdly, this shows us that although we may have the power to change our circumstances it isn’t always the right thing to do. Like, I may have been able to save up $5,000. I need a new car. I see one for $5,000. Even though I have the means to purchase this car, does this mean I should? I mean, I need a car and God has allowed me to save this much money, so why not?
4) Vs. 3. Satan tempted Jesus when he was at his weakest. This tells us that Satan is going to go after us when we’re at our weakest. 
5) Vs. 3. Satan went after Jesus right after he was baptized. This tells us that Satan doesn’t waste any time (parable of the sower). This tells us that we need to be rallying around new converts (Marie&Ernie) to instruct and encourage them.
6) Vs. 5&6. In the first temptation, Satan tried to tempt Jesus by using his hunger against him. What area is Satan going after here? God’s protection. The first one had to deal with God as a provider, the second with God as a protector. Plus, this could have to do with Satan tempting Jesus to force God into providing a miracle. 
7) Vs. 6. What is interesting about Satan’s second temptation?  He uses scripture. 
8) What does this tell you about Satan’s tactics? Satan knows scripture and he will twist it to deceive us and get us to sin. 
9) Vs. 7. What is Jesus using to combat Satan’s temptations? Scripture. What does that tell us? That if we’re going to be successful in combating Satan, we need to use our weapon, the sword of the Spirit-the Word of God. 

10) Vs. 8&9. The first temptation had to do with hunger, the second had to do with trust, what does Satan’s third one have to do with? Power. The first one had to do with attacking God’s provision, the second attacked God’s protection, and the third attacked God’s prominence. Satan wanted to get Jesus to think that he had the power, not God. 
11) Vs. 9, “…if you will bow down and worship me.” It seems pretty bold of Satan to try to get the Son of God to worship him. What does this say about Satan? He knows no bounds. He is arrogant enough to try anything. He will stop at nothing to try to get us to fall. 
12) Vs. 10. What did Jesus say in the beginning of this verse? Away from me Satan. 
13) Vs. 11. “Satan left him.” Why didn’t Jesus say this to him in the beginning? Perhaps because Satan didn’t try to attack his ultimate devotion. But when he treaded on this ground, Jesus would have no more of it. Perhaps it was because when he saw Satan was willing to go to this level, what would be next? Jesus didn’t want to find out.

14) Vs. 11. “Angels came and attended him.” How? Probably by providing food, water and encouragement. Because Jesus passed the test, he got what he needed.
15) What does this say about how God ministers to us after an attack? When we resist Satan’s lies, God shows us his truth. God is the great provider, he is the great protector and his is the prominent one. God continually provides proof to us that he is who he said he is. But Satan is willing to attack regardless of what God says. 
16) What changes if Jesus gives in to Satan’s first command? We wouldn’t be here because Jesus would be with sin, just like us. Plus, after giving in to the first one, he probably would’ve given in to countless more in the future. 
17) What tactics has Satan tried to use against you? Allow Jesus responses to Satan’s attacks encourage you to fight the good fight and carry on, growing in your love and knowledge of God. 

