WEDNESDAY NIGHT STUDY

JANUARY 7TH, 2009

1) I made 4 points regarding what a totally devoted Christian life consists of. What were they? 1) Daily death-dying to self on a daily basis, 2) giving it your all-no half-hearted devotion, 3) prioritizing-structuring my life so that I can be fully devoted, making sure I don’t compromise my convictions, 4) Guarding against distractions- making a commitment to avoid distractions or taking measures to overcome them when they occur.

2) John 10:10, fullness of life, opportunities /experiences. I shared how entering into the ministry took me out of my comfort zone. However, doing so has resulted in spiritual growth and opportunities and experiences I would’ve otherwise missed out on. What opportunities/experiences/growth have you encountered because you’ve stepped up your devotion? 

3) Ruth 1:8-18. (Setup with vs. 1-7). What stands out to you about Ruth’s devotion? (Vs. 10): they both loved Naomi and wanted to not be separated from her but Ruth was the only one who completely devoted (vs. 14). Orpah decided to go back to her people and gods but Ruth clung to Naomi and no amount of incentive or persuasion was going to dissolve that devotion. (Vs. 16&17): Ruth’s statement of commitment to Naomi needs to be our statement of commitment to Jesus. “I’ll go where you go and stay where you stay”. IE: “I won’t go in my own direction.” “Nothing but death will separate you from me.” IE: “I will not let anything get in the way of my devotion to you.” Ruth’s statement wasn’t conditional, it wasn’t half-hearted-it was full, genuine devotion. This loyal commitment would mean she would be giving up her home and her family. Having total devotion to Jesus means putting Jesus before the things we hold most dear.
4) Prov. 3:5&6. 1) What happens if instead of trusting in the Lord all the time I sometimes place my trust in something else like money or other people? The times I trust in money or people can prove disastrous. The times I lean on my own understanding I’m basically saying that I know better. Then my decision backfires because I trusted me, not God. 2) What does it mean to ‘acknowledge the Lord’ in all my ways? Humbly admit that I don’t know what’s the best thing to do unless he shows me. My decisions should not be based in my way, but rather His way. Doing things according to my understanding, perspective, reasoning and logic will result in me heading down a crooked path; which is full of frustration and emptiness. 
5) I ended the sermon talking about a boy who wasn’t willing to give up his favorite blue marble. Even though he wanted the little girl to give up all of her chocolates, he wasn’t willing to give up all of his marbles. In Sunday school the discussion arose about how we think we’re losing something great if we give up our little blue marbles. But the reality is that we gain much more than we give up. Have you ever experienced this where you were willing to give something up because of your devotion to the Lord and you received something greater in return? Story of giving up my lifestyle that I was apprehensive to give up and now the life I have in return you couldn’t pay me enough to go back to. 
6) Commitment story in the Tardy Oxcart book. If only Christians would have this level of commitment to God as this person does to communism. 

