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WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN?

(Part Five)

INTRODUCTION: So far, in my series on what it means to be a Christian I’ve talked about being a student of Jesus and I’ve talked about being a servant of Jesus. Then, I talked about the goal of our relationship with Jesus, which is to be like him. Then I spoke about one of the ways that make us Christ-like, which is to be willing to suffer for the sake of Christ. Last time, I talked about how as a Christian we need to be witnesses for Jesus, telling others about His saving grace. Today I’ll be focusing on having a supreme love for Jesus. Jesus needs to come first in our lives. Jesus needs to come before everyone and everything else. Let’s look at what’s involved in putting Jesus first.

1) Jesus expects to come first. Matt. 10:34-37. Putting Jesus first in our lives isn’t an option it’s a command. But Jesus’ expectations are kind of high; don’t you think? I mean, doesn’t he understand how much I love my mother, father, son, daughter, wife, siblings, etc.? Doesn’t he care if putting him first means losing my relationship with someone I love? And besides, I thought Jesus cared about peace? Jesus is called the Prince of Peace in Isaiah 9:6 but here he’s saying that he didn’t come to bring peace but a sword. Isn’t this a contradiction? Let’s see if we can make some sense out of this difficult passage. 

· Jesus is the Prince of Peace but he didn’t come to bring peace. Sounds confusing. Jesus came to bring peace between man and God but not necessarily between man and man. Romans 5:10&11. Through our sin we were enemies of God. It took Jesus’ work on the cross to reconcile us to God, to bring peace between God and us. But, the cost of that can be losing relationships with people we care about that don’t care about God. When we come to Jesus, everything changes-our attitude, our perspective, our devotion, our life. We now see things through spiritual eyes. Therefore, we will not do some of the things we once did with our friends. We won’t hold the same convictions we once did. We may have been taught under a different religion, the religion of our family. If we were raised a Buddhist or Hindu, and then we become a Christian, that might create tension between my family and me. We might risk being shunned by our family for our commitment to Christ. We might have friends who won’t want to hang around with us because of the changes they see in us. So, when we become Christians we are at risk of losing relationships with the people we love and care about. Jesus’ desire is that there is peace between all men. But that peace shouldn’t come through compromise. Jesus is saying we have a choice to make. We’re going to be tempted to compromise our faith for the sake of keeping the peace with certain individuals. However, Jesus is saying we need to put him first. He goes so far as to say that if we don’t love him more than anyone else we’re not worthy of him. Sounds pretty extreme doesn’t it? Which brings us to our next question. How could Jesus be justified in making such a statement?

· He’s the one who died for my sins. Jesus is the one who made it possible for me to be reconciled to God the Father. 1st Timothy 2:5 says there is one mediator between God and men, Jesus Christ. No one else would be able to do that, no matter how much they loved me; no matter if they were willing to die for me. And we might say we love someone enough to die for them but we need to understand that dying for someone and dying for someone’s sins are two totally different things. If we really knew the extent of what Jesus gave up, went through and suffered both physically and more so spiritually, we might change our mind about how willing we would be to die for someone else in the manner in which Jesus did for us. And that’s what Jesus wants us to understand. Come judgment day, my father and mother will not be able to be there as my advocate, only Jesus can do that. Only through Jesus’ sacrifice am I pure and spotless in the eyes of God. Therefore, since through Jesus and no one else but Jesus I have gained eternal life, whom should I be devoted to above all others? In these verses Jesus isn’t saying that we shouldn’t love anyone but him, he’s saying that we shouldn’t love anyone else more than him.  He’s saying that since I brought you eternal life, you should be willing to respond with devoting your life to me. If you are devoted to someone else more than me than you don’t understand what I’ve done for you. If you don’t consider me worthy enough to be #1 in your life, then you’re not worthy of me. We should want to give Jesus first place in our lives in 100% devotion.

2) What gets in the way of our full devotion to him?

· People. Our desire to please people can cause us to put pleasing them before pleasing God. We’re called to honor our mother and father. But, not at the cost of dishonoring Jesus. We’re called to love our spouse and give ourselves up for them. But, not at the price of compromising on our love for Jesus. We should be willing to be inconvenienced in order to help other people. But it’s a problem when we put God aside for the sake of being there for someone else. Certain people and their demands can put a strain on our faithfulness to Jesus. We need Jesus’ will ahead of others.
· Priorities. Instead of going to church we decide to stay home and sleep in. I know I should read my bible but I’m too busy playing on the computer. Yeah, I know I should be spending time in prayer but there’s this really good TV show on right now. I can’t go to church because I have to work on Sundays. I don’t have time for church; I don’t have time for Jesus because I’m too busy doing other things. Having the wrong priorities compromises our love for Jesus. Jesus needs to be our top priority.
3) How can we have an unrivaled love for Jesus?

· Praise. It’s easier to put Jesus first when we are able to recognize the blessings he provides for us every day. As we go on in our lives we have a tendency to lose the monumental blessing and significance of the gift of salvation. When we do that it’s easier to not put Jesus first. But, we have received so much from him besides eternal life. We have so much to praise him for but sometimes that gets overshadowed because of life’s difficulties, fears and problems. We need to praise Jesus so we don’t lose our perspective and lose sight of who should come first in our life.
· Practice. Putting Jesus first isn’t something we just do once and then we’re done. Putting Jesus first requires attention on a regular basis. We need to put into practice the things of the Spirit. If we become lazy about our devotion then we won’t be devoted. If we’re going to maintain an unequaled love for Jesus then we need to continue in the spiritual disciplines that keep us completely loyal to him. It’s not going to be easy, it might even be scary sometimes because that might put some things in jeopardy like a job, friendship or living situation. But we need to understand that Jesus has the ability to take away from us anything that we put before him. Besides, if we don’t put Jesus first, we risk losing much more than that. We risk losing our close connection with Jesus and we risk missing out on blessings, opportunities and experiences as well. It’s important to keep practicing the principles of complete devotion to Jesus. 
CONCLUSION: We might be content with Jesus coming in second. We might feel justified in our substandard devotion level based on our busy lifestyle and various obligations to people and things. But the reality is that there is no excuse for not putting Jesus first in our lives. It’s not impossible to put Jesus before everyone and everything else; we just have to see the need and have the desire and determination to do so. Jesus deserves 100% from us. He gave us his life; let’s respond by giving him ours. Let’s make a commitment to give Jesus 1st place in our lives.

