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WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN (part four)

INTRODUCTION: So far, in my series on what it means to be a Christian I’ve talked about being a student of Jesus, being committed to his word and I’ve talked about being a servant of Jesus, being committed to following his word. Then, I talked about the goal of our relationship with Jesus, which is to be like him. Last time, I’m talked about one of the ways that mark us as being Christ-like, which is to be willing to suffer for the sake of Christ. Today, I’ll be talking talk about one of the reasons why we are misunderstood and mistreated by others and that is because we’re telling others about Jesus. As a Christian we need to be witnesses for Jesus, telling them about His saving grace. What do we need to know about being a good witness for Jesus Christ?

1) No Fear. Matt. 10:26-33. There are people who are going to oppose the gospel message. They are going to attack Christians whether it’s verbal, physical or otherwise. But Jesus tells us to not be afraid of them (vs. 26). Jesus tells us to fear God instead of man (vs. 28). Why? A person may be able to take my physical life, but they can do nothing about my spiritual life. God, however, has control over both my physical and spiritual life. Man has no control about where I will spend eternity; but God does. Therefore, whom should I fear: the one who has no control or the one who has all control? Fear is a legitimate emotion. If I’m faced with harm for being a witness for Jesus, it’s natural for me to want to back down. But Jesus gives me reasons why I don’t have to be afraid (vs. 29-31). Jesus said that something as seemingly insignificant as a sparrow doesn’t die without God’s notice. So, if God is watching over the sparrow that is worth less than 1 cent, how much more is he looking after me who is much more valuable than that? I can be confidant and sure, that no matter what situation I find myself in, God is protecting me. Even if God was to ask me to go to the most harmful communist country to tell its ruthless leaders about Jesus, I need to be obedient and go. I’d be risking harm, perhaps death but if God sends me I need to go. I don’t care how hopeless the situation looks, if it’s not my time to die, I won’t die. If it is, then I will. But that’s up to God to decide, not me. I just need to be obedient to his will; remembering that he loves me. But, if I choose not to be obedient, Jesus tells me what will happen (vs. 32-33). If I choose to continue to be afraid and keep my mouth closed when I have an opportunity to speak about him, I risk being disowned by him. There will be times when we will blow an opportunity to tell someone about Jesus. Does that mean if we do that then Jesus will disown us? No. Peter disowned Jesus but Jesus later reinstated Peter. If we repent when we mess up, we will be given more chances to witness for Jesus. It’s when we have the attitude of not being willing to ever tell others about Jesus that we are in jeopardy of being disowned. Jesus is saying that there is no such thing as a secret Christian.

2) There are no secret Christians. John 12:42-43. These Jewish leaders recognized that Jesus was the Savior. But the Pharisees had previously declared that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the messiah was going to be put out of the synagogue (9:22). And excommunication was a big deal for anyone, let alone one of its leaders. Today, if you were to get excommunicated from a church you would just go down the street to the next church and start over. But back then there was nowhere else to go. Being put out of the synagogue meant that you would lose not only your ability to go to church, but you would also lose your reputation and your good standing with the community. You would be an outcast, shunned by society. So, even though what these religious leaders did is not acceptable, you can better understand why they were afraid; they had a lot to lose by revealing their belief in Jesus. What about us today? Do we keep our mouth shut about Jesus depending on the circumstance? We may be willing to tell someone about Jesus when we’re sure they will accept us for it. But what about when it’s risky? What about when someone is saying mean and hurtful things about Christianity, do we stand up to them or back down? What if we risked losing our job because of our devotion to Jesus? What if our boss said that if we talk about Jesus at the workplace we would be fired? And then the opportunity arises for us to talk about our faith? Do we speak up or do we stay quiet? What if the boss is asking me to lie for him? Do I stand up for Jesus or do I do what my boss asks me to do and save my job? I mean, we’re talking about my job here; surely God wouldn’t want me to lose my job. I’ve got a family to feed. How am I going to pay my bills if I get fired? Jesus said I shouldn’t be afraid. If I lose a job because I was witnessing for Jesus then God will honor that and provide another job for me. I just need to continue to be committed to the will of Jesus. 

3) Confession goes beyond words. Titus 1:16. Here were some so-called believers who claimed to be followers of God but their actions didn’t line up with their words. When we say we’re Christians but don’t act like it we are being disobedient. If we claim to be Christians but our lifestyle doesn’t reflect that, we are actually counterproductive to Jesus’ mission. If we get baptized into Christ but there’s no change in us then we’re a bad witness for Jesus, which is worse than being no witness for Jesus. Just telling others about Jesus isn’t enough. People don’t just need to hear about Jesus, they need to see Jesus though our Christ-like actions. If we’re not willing to be a good witness for Jesus, we are detestable and unfit for doing anything good. Jesus had some sobering words for fake followers in Matt. 7:21-23. Just because I call Jesus Lord, doesn’t necessarily mean he is my Lord. (Ill. from my life). Lip service isn’t enough. We need to provide heart service also. I want Jesus to say he knows me. He’ll know me when my heart is right and I’m committed to making sure my confession goes beyond words.

4) Ambassadors for Christ. 2nd Cor. 5:16-20. Since we have been reconciled to Jesus, we now have the honor and responsibility to tell others how they can be reconciled to God. Where we were once separated from God because of our sin, we have now been brought back together (reconciled) with God. We should have a passion for others to experience what we’ve had the privilege to enjoy-a relationship with Jesus. If I had the cure for cancer but chose not to share it with anyone and instead let countless people suffer and die, I would be looked at as a cold, heartless individual. Well, we as Christians do have the cure for spiritual cancer. And there are many people dying without salvation every day. The more people we don’t tell, the more who are at risk of dying and spending eternity in everlasting torment, separated from God. Being an ambassador for Christ means I am his representative. A country will send an ambassador to another country to be their spokesperson; their representative. If this person is a bad representative then the whole country will have a bad image based on what they see from this one person. We too, through our improper and sinful actions, can give Jesus a bad image. We are to reflect Christ in our thoughts, words and actions. We need to make sure that we’re not giving people a bad image of Jesus. 

CONCLUSION: Paul said in Romans 1:16, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.” There is no shame in the name of Jesus. There is no fear in proclaiming the name of Jesus. We shouldn’t be ashamed or afraid to tell others about Jesus. And we need to make sure that we are presenting a good image of Jesus. Let’s go out and be bold, assertive and passionate about telling and showing others how important Jesus Christ is to us. 

