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WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN?

(Part Six)

INTRODUCTION: So far, in my series on what it means to be a Christian I’ve talked about being a student of Jesus and I’ve talked about being a servant of Jesus. Then, I talked about the goal of our relationship with Jesus, which is to be like him. Then I spoke about how we need to be willing to suffer persecution for the sake of Christ. I also talked about how as a Christian we need to be telling others about Jesus. Last time, I talked about how we need to be fully devoted to Jesus and that Jesus needs to have first place in our lives. Today I’ll be focusing on our need to radically repent. What does this mean? 

QUESTIONS THAT NEED ANSWERING.

· What does the word, ‘repent’ mean? Dict.: ‘To feel regret or remorse for’. ‘To resolve to reform oneself morally’. Repent basically means to turn away from immorality. If I’m feeling regret or remorse I’m going to make a decision to come under a moral reformation. I’ve made a decision to morally reform myself. Naturally, though, if I’m making a decision to turn away from immorality, I must be turning toward morality. In the act of repentance I’m turning away from sin and I’m turning to God. I’m turning to God in complete surrender and I’m making the choice to live out my life according to his will. 

· What does the word, ‘radical’ mean? Dict.: Radical means drastic or extreme. 

· What is the difference between repentance and radical repentance? When I first turn to Jesus I make a commitment to turn away from all my old ways. I’m recognizing that I need a complete change. I’m acknowledging that I need a transformation. But, after I am a Christian I don’t become perfect overnight. Therefore, I will need to repent from specific sins that I commit. Radical repentance is the initial decision to totally turn away from my sinful nature while ongoing repentance deals with a significant sin I’m still struggling with. 

· Matt. 10:38, “and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.”  What did Jesus mean by, ‘take up his cross’? Does he want us to carry around pieces of wood wherever we go? If Jesus didn’t mean this literally what did he mean? What does the cross represent? Think of Jesus’ audience. When we think of the cross we think of Jesus. But at the time, Jesus hadn’t been crucified. So these people wouldn’t be associating the cross with Jesus. They would be associating it with what it was-a means of execution. The cross was a symbol of death. If I were to ask, what does an electric chair represent, you would know that an electric chair represents one thing: death. So even though we understand that the cross represents death we still need to understand what Jesus meant by his statement. What kind of death are we to make in order to be worthy to follow him? We need to die to self. We need to die to our self-desires, our self-will. We need to put to death our sinful nature. Colossians 3:1-10. We need to put off the old self and its practices if we are going to be worthy to follow Christ. If we’re not willing to change then we’re not willing to be clothed in Christ. We can’t wear two sets of clothing. We need to take the old set off before putting the new set on. What Jesus instructed is a two-step process. We need to take up our cross and then we need to follow him. Just putting to death the sinful nature isn’t enough. Just taking off the old self is not enough. We need to replace that with something. We take up our cross and then we follow him. We put off the old self and then we put on the new self. We get rid of the old practices and then start with the new practices. This is what it means to take our cross and follow Jesus.

· Matt 10:39, “Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” What is Jesus talking about here? Sounds confusing, doesn’t it? Let’s address the first part: ‘whoever finds his life will lose it’. How can I find my life and lose it? What Jesus means is, if I want to hold on desperately to this life, thinking this is all there is so that I pursue worldly gain, living for myself and not for Jesus, then I’m going to lose out on eternal life. Jesus is trying to put things in perspective. This life is a blip on the screen compared to eternal life. If you’re unwilling to forsake the pursuit of worldly pleasures for the purpose of obtaining heavenly ones, then the life you believe has real value will soon be over and the chance for the more significant life will be lost with it. But, as the latter half of the verse states, if we are willing to delay gratification, willing to not follow the standard of this world, not come under the delusion that this life is the only one that exists and instead believe that there is an afterlife that holds eternal value then we will find our life. Jesus said in Matthew 16:26, “What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?” Jesus is saying that even if we were given the whole planet all its resources as our possession to control and do with as we wished it would be foolish to exchange our soul for that. When I realize that I’ll need to discipline myself to keep from pursuing whatever I want for the purpose of being obedient to what God wants for me, then I’ll be better off than those who think worldly goods bring true happiness. Matt. 6:19-21. We have a tendency to place more value on material wealth than spiritual wealth. If my priority is material possessions then I’m going to be disappointed. But if my goal is to build treasures in heaven then I’m making a wise investment. It’s not easy though. I can benefit from the things this world has to offer right now; I don’t have to wait until I get to heaven. We have a hard time with being patient. We want it all now. And we also have a hard time seeing that the fullness of life isn’t found in living for me, it’s found in living for Jesus. 

CONCLUSION: Paul said in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” Paul understood that he had undergone a life transformation. Now he was a new creation. Now his life was going to be guided by the Holy Spirit and not the sinful nature. Now he was going to live so that people would see Jesus through his words and actions. That’s what we need to do. If we are going to be effective representatives for Jesus, then we need to radically repent and put to death the acts of the sinful nature. Living for Jesus requires a life change. But it’s definitely worth the cost to me since Jesus already paid the price for me. Do you want to live for yourself or for Jesus? Are you willing to lose your life in order to gain it? Paul decided to take up his cross and follow Jesus. Will you? 

