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WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN? (Part One)

Matt. 10:24

INTRODUCTION: Some people have set ideas about what it means to be a Christian. A Christian is someone who is a good person. A Christian is someone who believes in Jesus. A Christian is someone who admits they’re a sinner and receives Jesus in their heart. We can get our ideas from different sources but in order to get a well-defined understanding of what a Christian is, we need to go directly to the bible. What does God’s word say about what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ? 

1) A Christian is a student of Jesus. 

A) A Christian is someone who is committed to the teachings of Jesus.

· John 8:31&32. It’s not enough to believe the teachings of Jesus; we need to hold onto the teachings of Jesus with a firm grip. Then we will know the truth and it will set us free. When we make the commitment to accept the bible as 100% truth, when we make a commitment to not allow any other teachings or philosophies to take us away from the truth of Jesus’ word then we will be in a position to know the truth and be set free by the truth. When we study and meditate on scripture, we will be given what we need to be set free from the deception of false teachings, set free from making decisions based on our feelings and set free from relying on our own understanding. 

· John 8:33&37. Jesus was clarifying something for them. They wanted to lay claim to being true descendants of Abraham but Jesus was basically saying if you were a true descendant, you would have room for my word and you certainly wouldn’t want to kill me. When we claim to be followers of Jesus but find ourselves getting upset at Jesus when his word tells us something we don’t want to hear, then we risk shutting him out and having no room for his word. We also have no room for the word of Jesus when we allow other teachings or feel-good philosophies to invade our hearts and minds. 

· 2nd Thess. 2:9&10. Paul is warning us to watch out for wolves in sheep’s clothing. Although this ‘man of lawlessness’ is evil, he’ll deceive people into thinking that he’s something great. Being able to display miracles, signs and wonders would be very convincing. But Paul tells us they will be counterfeit. But many people won’t be able to recognize that because they refuse to be lovers of the truth and be saved from that deception. A benefit to being a true student of Jesus is being able to recognize deceitful people who will sound convincing. Learning and taking to heart warnings like these will enable us to recognize false teachers. 2nd Tim. 4:3&4. People refuse to love the truth when they follow people who are telling them what they want to hear, and are not willing to listen to what they need to hear.  

B) A disciple must humble themselves to be teachable (Mt. 10:24).
· Matt. 18:1-4. The humility of a child is seen in his willingness to learn, in his trust and faith to not question or analyze and it’s seen in his dependence. In order to be teachable, we need to be humble. Pride allows me to think I’m smarter than what I am. Pride keeps me from accepting the whole truth of God’s word. Pride will keep me from allowing the word of God to change the way I think and act. Humility, rather, will allow me to recognize my great need to learn the teachings of Jesus. Humility keeps me dependent on God’s word to teach me how to live the life I’m called me to live as a follower of Jesus. Pride keeps me from accepting the truth; humility keeps me attached to it.

2) A Christian is a servant of Jesus. As we’re learning what Jesus commanded, we then need to put it into practice. James1:22, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what is says.”
A) A Christian is someone who has a heart to serve. 
· John 13:12-17. Jesus, who was teacher and Lord, was willing to humble himself and wash feet. He set an example for how we are to have an attitude of serving. Matt. 20:28, “Just as the son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” If the King of Kings and Lord of Lords was willing to do something as menial as wash feet, how much more should we be not only willing, but eager to do anything for Him. Now that we know these things, we will be blessed if we do them.

B) A servant of Jesus submits to the authority of Jesus. 

· Matt. 28:18, “All authority in Heaven and on earth has been given to me.” We need to recognize first that Jesus is our authority figure. Key words: All authority (without limitation); in Heaven and on earth (everywhere); has been given (past tense; already a reality); to me (no one else possesses this authority). Choosing to not submit to Jesus’ authority doesn’t change his position of authority. If I don’t do what my boss tells me to do doesn’t change the fact that he’s still the boss. 
· John 10:10, “The thief comes only to steal, kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” It’s easier to submit to Jesus’ authority when we know that doing so blesses us, not oppresses us. We’ve all had or seen authority figures that have abused their authority. Therefore, it’s easy to resent people in authority. Whether it’s parents, teachers, bosses, policemen, government officials or pastors, some people abuse the authority given to them. They oppress the people under them through cruel demands or other mistreatment. Jesus, however, doesn’t use his authority as a selfish power trip towards dishonest gain. His commands are meant to provide protection and blessing for his followers. 
· Matt. 11:28-30. ‘Weary and burdened’. Who hasn’t felt this way? Have you ever felt the pain and burden of oppression? Have you ever been weary over seeking after things that don’t satisfy? Jesus seeks to bring us rest. ‘Take my yolk upon you’. When Jesus said, ‘yolk’, he meant control. He’s saying, ‘allow me to control you; be willing to come under my control, my authority’. If we’re resistant I can see him saying to us, ‘how has living under a different authority been working for you? Have you found what you’ve truly been searching for? Have you been able to find rest for your soul?’ But we don’t have to be afraid of Jesus’ authority because he is ‘gentle and humble in heart’. He’s not going to be oppressive towards us. He doesn’t want to see us tortured. He is looking out for what’s best for us. He loves us. ‘My yolk is easy and my burden is light’. This might sound confusing because living out the Christian life at times seems anything but easy and light. There are sacrifices to be made, challenges to be faced and uncomfortable situations to be in. But, we never face them alone. And comparatively speaking, not being under the control of Jesus brings chaos, confusion and confliction. Not being under Jesus’ authority is burdensome and oppressive. Jesus seeks to free us from that affliction. 
· John 8:34-36. People are confused because they are led to think that they are the authority. We feel independent. ‘No one’s going to tell me what to do; I’ll do what I want, when I want.’ But the reality is that we are all under authority. There are only two masters we can serve. Jesus or Satan. We’re either a slave to sin or we’re a slave to righteousness. Satan wants us to think we are the authority. He doesn’t want us to think we’re a puppet on his strings. He doesn’t want us to think we’re a slave, under the chains of bondage to sin. Jesus points out that without Jesus, we are slaves to sin. In order to be set free, we need Jesus. Then, we are free from sin’s penalty and power over us. Then, we are free to be used by Jesus. Rom. 6:18, “You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.” We are free to become servants of Jesus. 
C) We need to understand that we are under new ownership.

· 1st Cor. 6:19&20. Paul is talking here about honoring God with our bodies. But we also need to be completely surrendered to Jesus. We are to love him with all of our heart, soul, strength and mind. We need to remember that when we were baptized, we made a decision to live as Christ wills us to, and not live anymore by our own agenda, our own desires, and our own will. We came out of the water as a new creation; the old self was crucified with Christ. Rom. 6:6, “For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin.” Jesus paid the price of redemption. He bought us with his blood. Therefore, he deserves our complete submission. Whenever we’re tempted to go in our own direction, we need to remember that we are under the ownership of Jesus. Even if our own direction is a good direction, it might not be the best direction. What seems good isn’t necessarily what’s best. We need to seek Jesus’ will above our own. We need to always be under his guidance and direction.
· Titus 2:11-14. Through God’s grace, we have been given the power of the Holy Spirit to be servants of Jesus. By saying no to ungodliness and worldly passions, we live the self-controlled, upright life that Jesus calls us to. Jesus gave himself for us to release us from all wickedness. His will is to purify us. We need to no longer be eager to do what is bad, but instead be eager to do what is good. 

· Matt. 28:18-20. ‘Teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.’ Why is it important to obey everything? If it were left up to us to choose which command to obey, we would only pick the commands that came easily to us. Also, ‘obey everything’ signifies that all of Jesus’ commands are important for us to follow. There are no insignificant commands. We need to make this commitment to be an example to those with whom we are sharing the gospel. They will see the importance of obeying everything Jesus commanded, when we are setting the example as followers of Jesus. Luke 6:46, “Why do you call me Lord, Lord and do not do what I say?” It’s important to realize that we shouldn’t call ourselves Christians if we’re not willing to follow his commands. But we don’t have to worry about carrying out such a huge task on our own because we know that Jesus will be with us every step of the way. He will never leave us or forsake us.

CONCLUSION: A true student of Jesus is dedicated to his word. Just bringing our bible to church on Sunday morning isn’t enough. We need to devote a regular time to read, study and meditate on the word of God. If we aren’t willing to read about the one whom we claim to follow, how can we call ourselves true followers? Likewise, if we are going to claim to be followers of Jesus, then we need to carry out the commands of Jesus. We need to come under the Lordship of Christ and strive to reject the impulse to do our will and instead carry out his will. Jesus has been made both Savior and Lord. I once lived as if Jesus was my savior but not my Lord. I wanted him to save me from eternal damnation but I wasn’t willing to allow him to run my life. There were areas of my life that I wasn’t willing to give up. And I was under the delusion that that was okay. But humbly I learned that you couldn’t separate those two terms. If you’re not willing to make Jesus the Lord of your life, then you can’t have him as the redeemer of your life. So, as Christians, as followers of Jesus Christ, let’s go out and be true students and servants today.

