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“WHO’S THE BOSS?”

INTRODUCTION: Do you remember the show from the 90’s called ‘Who’s the Boss?’ I believe it was called that because you had the owner of the house, Judith Light, as the boss. However, many times her employee, Tony Danza, would act like he was in control. Also, Tony had a daughter, Alissa Milano. Although Tony was the Father, many times it was Alissa who was calling the shots. And to top it all off, there was Judith’s invading mother who did what she wanted to do regardless what was asked of her. Hence the title, ‘Who’s the Boss?’ Today I want to ask you a few questions about how you respond to authority.

1) HOW DO YOU RESPOND TO MAN’S AUTHORITY?

We’ve all had to deal with authority in our lives. It starts out with the authority of our parents. Then we deal with the authority from our teachers. Then when we get a little older we learn about the police’s authority. Then we go into the work force and have to deal with our boss’ authority. Then we start paying taxes and come under the government’s authority. From the time we’re born until the time we die, we are under someone’s authority. But how do we respond to it? How should we respond to it? Read Romans 13:1&2. Question: What about those who abuse their authority? True enough. Abuse of authority, using the trust God has placed in you for your own gain and immediate gratification is a horrendous sin. God will call the perpetrators to account one day. But remember, when Paul wrote this letter, the rulers at the time were pagans and probably somewhat abusing their authority. So, Paul had to address the census that Christians shouldn’t have to be subject to man’s authority, only Christ’s. Paul needed to clarify that although Christians need to be subject to Jesus’ authority first and foremost, they are still subject to the governing bodies, regardless of whether they agree with them or not. Think about it, there are many laws in place that don’t make sense to us. So what do we do? We disregard what we don’t agree with. If the speed limit says 30 but I feel that going 40 is ok and I am pulled over, what will happen? Do you think the police officer is going to understand my reasoning and take my excuse? No, he’s going to uphold the law and give me a ticket, regardless of my reasoning. Also, think of how my witness will be if I’m one who disregards the law and authority. I will be seen as a rebel. I will be seen as one who is uncontrollable and unmanageable. My submitting to man’s authority reflects my obedience to God’s authority. If I’m one who is looking for loopholes and trying to see what I can get away with, then how can I approach the commands of God with respect. If my pattern is, ‘I’m going to do what I want to do when I want to do it’, then explain to me how I can be humble to receive godly instruction. 

2) HOW DO YOU RESPOND TO JESUS’ AUTHORITY? 

Matthew 28:18, “All authority in heaven and earth has been given to me.”
The question isn’t, ‘Does Jesus have authority?’ Jesus definitely has the authority as is plainly seen here. The question is, rather, ‘How will I respond to his authority?’ If I rebel against my parents’ authority, that doesn’t make them any less the authority. If I choose to ignore my teacher or principal, I’ll be punished. If I choose to disregard the law, I will suffer the consequences. If I don’t follow the commands of my employer, I will be fired. Therefore, regardless of whether or not I choose to recognize the authority of Jesus, that doesn’t diminish Jesus’ authority. 

In 1520 when Martin Luther was asked to take back his position on authority in the life of the Christian said, "I cannot and I will not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right not safe. Here I stand, I cannot do otherwise, God help me." 

Recognizing and Honoring God’s authority is putting God first in your Affections, Associations, Ambitions, and Allegiance. Jesus tells us in Luke 16:13 that we cannot serve two masters. Either we will hate the one, and love the other; or else we will be devoted to the one, and despise the other. People who live split lives worship God and go to church and do their “religious” bit on Sundays; then they switch that off and pursue their professions, weekday work, weekend hobbies, and all their relationships as though these were matters entirely separate from their Christian commitment. They don’t even try to see their lives as a whole in terms of God and his Word. Instead they slip into their religious compartment on Sundays and their secular compartment of the other days of the week and allow no communication between the two. Jesus claims authority in every area of our lives. We suffer physical, emotional and spiritual consequences when we do not allow Jesus to be the Lord of our whole lives, just sections of it. 

Let’s look at someone who understood authority. In Luke 7, we learn about the faith of the Centurion. A Centurion was someone who was in charge of 100 men. So, he knew about authority. This Centurion had a sick daughter and he sent one of his servants to Jesus to see if he would heal her. Jesus had agreed to go. Let’s pick it up in verse 6. Read Luke 7:6-10. (V8) The centurion understood what it was like to be under authority and to be in authority. (V9) It is interesting that this is one of only two times in the thirty three-year life of Christ that the Bible describes Him as amazed. 

Now, let’s look at someone who didn’t understand authority. In John 19:8-11, there was a discussion between Jesus and Pilate. Pilate was the Roman Governor who was responsible for handing Jesus over to be crucified. But, Pilot failed to see that he was a person under authority. He saw himself only as a person in authority. He asked Jesus a question but Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate said in verse 10, “Don’t you realize that I have power either to free you or to crucify you?” Jesus answered him in verse 11; “You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above.” We will fail to learn how to be in authority if we fail to learn how to accept Jesus’ authority over us.

3) HOW DO YOU RESPOND TO THE BIBLE’S AUTHORITY?
Why do Christians study the Bible and work to pattern our beliefs and lives according to this one book? After all, there are many self-help books out there. There are also many religious books out there. Why give the Bible any more authority in your lives than you do other books? The bible is unique. No other book has undergone so much scrutiny. Nobody has tried to prove any other book wrong more often than the holy word of God.  C.S. Lewis spent years trying to prove the bible as a falsehood and in the end, he became one of Christianity’s greatest defenders.


A Gallup poll, conducted for Americans United for Life, found that nearly 70 % agree with the statement: “There are few moral absolutes; what is right or wrong usually varies from situation to situation.” In order to accommodate our personal preferences and concepts we often adopt erroneous views of God’s Word. Some would have us believe the Bible contains God’s Holy Word. That is wrong. The truth is that the entire Bible is God’s Holy Word.

Voltaire, who was considered the most influential of the French Enlightenment period, made the promise, "Fifty years from now the world will hear no more of the Bible." Instead, fifty years after Voltaire’s death, the Geneva Bible Society used Voltaire’s house as a print shop to produce more Bibles. The Bible has supernaturally stood the test of time. 

4) HOW DO YOU RESPOND TO THE CHURCH’S AUTHORITY?
In Mark 6:7, Jesus delegated His power and authority to His Apostles. It says he gave them authority over evil spirits. And in verse 13, it says they used that power to cast out demons and to heal the sick. 

Matthew 16:18 says that Jesus will build the church upon the rock and he said the gates of hell will not overcome it. Jesus has defeated death. The power of Satan cannot prevail against the power of the church. The church needs to be on the offensive, not the defensive. We can work toward building a church that has the mindset of an Army not the mindset of a Hospital. We often sing about "Standing on the Promises", while we are ‘sitting on the premises’. The Apostles acted under the authority of Jesus. The church’s leaders today are acting under the authority of Jesus. Rebelling against the church’s authority is rebelling against God’s authority.

CONCLUSION: So, who’s the boss? Who’s in control of you? Remember, the question isn’t, ‘who’s in authority?’ The question is, ‘who’s in control?’ Philippians 2:10 says that one day all of humanity is going to bow its knee and declare that Jesus is Lord. For some, it will be a moment of deep remorse and regret as they face the penalty for not recognizing His authority while in this life. For others, it will be a bold declaration and affirmation of joy, because it had already been on their lips here on this earth, and in their lives and actions. How will you face up to the fact that God is in charge of your life? The characteristic of an ineffective Christian is that they tend not to yield to authority but rather choose to rebel against any type of authority. They simply don’t want anybody telling them what to do. Pride keeps us from surrendering to authority. Selfishness keeps us from submitting to authority. Jesus has a claim on you because he has bought you with a price. Admit his authority, learn his expectations, and give him complete control of your life. 


