FOUNDATIONS CLASS
CHURCH

1) I started out the study on the bible asking for popular ideas/misconceptions people have about the bible. Now I’ll ask the same question regarding church. What are some common ideas/misconceptions people have about church? Manmade institution, just out for my money, full of hypocrites, unnecessary. 

2) How do we counter these observations? Manmade institution: building is manmade but the idea is of God. He instructed his people, the Israelites to build the temple and they were commanded to worship there. In the first century, until physical churches were built, they met in homes (1st Cor. 16:19, Col. 4:15, Philemon 1:2). But see 1st Cor. 11:17-22. Just out for my money: typically, you won’t find churches talking about money very often for this very reason. However, consider 1st Tim. 5:17-18. What would you do if your salary was dependant on whatever your boss felt like paying you? Maybe sometimes he didn’t feel like paying you at all. Do you think that would be fair? Would you be willing to work under those conditions? Full of hypocrites: The grocery store is full of hypocrites; does this mean you’re going to stop shopping? There are hypocrites at work; does this mean you’re going to quit working? There are hypocrites at sports arenas; does this mean you’re going to stop going to games? There may be some hypocrites in the church but there are plenty of ones who aren’t. Unnecessary: Why do I deem it unnecessary? Do I think I don’t have anything to learn from anyone else? Do I think I don’t need anyone’s input? Do I think I don’t need to be accountable to anyone else? Perhaps I don’t want to be involved? Perhaps belonging to a local church would take me out of my comfort zone. Perhaps I just don’t want to be that committed. Read: ‘Should I go to church’, ‘Why join a church?’, ‘I’ve been a sports fan’. 
3) What is Jesus’ association to the church? 
· He is its builder. 
a. Matt. 16:13-30. Vs. 18:  Peter-Petros=small stone. Rock-Petra=large rock. Isaiah 28:16, “So this is what the Sovereign Lord says: ‘See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who trusts will never be dismayed’.” It was as is Jesus was saying “you are Peter, a small stone. But it is on this rock (pointing to himself) that I will build my church. If you build using yourself as a foundation you will be dismayed but if you build on the precious cornerstone of Jesus you will never be dismayed. The church needs to be built upon Jesus. 
b. Acts 4:8-12.
c. 1st Cor. 3:10-11.
d. Eph. 2:11-13, 19-22. Vs. 20: Is the foundation built on Christ or the Apostles and Prophets? 
· The church is his body. Eph. 1:22, 5:23, 29.
· He is the head of the church. Eph. 4:15-16, Col. 1:18.
4) The church is important to Jesus. 

· He paid for it with his blood. Acts 20:28, 1st Pet. 1:17-21, 2:4-5.
· It is his bride. Rev. 19:7, 21:2, 9, 22:17.
· He is protecting of it. 1st Cor. 3:16-17.
5) What is the mission of the church?

· To spread. Acts 8:1-4. 

· To have fellowship. Acts 2:42, 1st John 1:7. 

· To be built up. 1st Peter 2:4-8. We are to be built up into a holy priesthood and declare praises to God. 
· To prepare God’s people. Eph. 4:12-14. 
