REALITY VS ILLUSION

· Reality represents God while illusion represents Satan. Jesus said he was the way, the truth and the life. The bible says that Satan is the father of lies.

· Jesus is our only perfect example of reality. Colossians 2:17 states that reality is found in Christ. Illusion tells us that if we are good people and have good intentions that is enough to get to heaven. But Hebrews 10:1 says that the law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming-not the realities themselves.

· Jesus said in Luke 6:45, “The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.”

· Illusion tells us that what comes out of our mouth doesn’t really matter; it’s what’s in our hearts that is important. I can say a dirty joke, I can swear once in a while when I’m really angry, I can gossip or cut somebody down as long as it’s true. That doesn’t change how I really feel inside. But reality shows us what damage is caused by our words. If you tell a dirty joke and then tell that person you’re a Christian, what kind of witness would that be. Or if you cut somebody down one day for how they look or because they do something wrong, do you think that person will listen and trust what you say when you witness to them? Consider how important words are when you are in a public situation and something happens to cause you to say hurtful things or curse. You may be surrounded by strangers and walk away thinking, ‘Oh, well, what difference does it make; I’ll never see these people again.” And then a couple Sundays down the road you see one of them as a visitor in your church. They look at you and they remember how you acted when they saw you last. Is that the impression you want them to walk away with in regards to how Christians act? Illusion would tell you that’s it’s ok, those little outbursts don’t reveal the truth about who I really am. Reality tells you that those little outbursts may be the only things the lost have to go on. And if we are to get honest with ourselves, if our goal is to be real, then we need to realize that maybe the stuff that’s coming out of my mouth reveals more about who I really am than I would like to admit.

· Illusion will tell you that it’s all right to go to a party and get trashed on Saturday night and then get up and go to church on Sunday. Reality tells you that God isn’t very pleased with fence riders. In Revelation 3:15&16 Jesus told the Laodicean church, “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm-neither hot nor cold-I am about to spit you out of my mouth.”

· A good illustration between reality and illusion is magic. [Ask if they know who David Blaine is. Describe his weirdness.] He did a stunt last year where he spent 44 days in a glass box surviving on only water. After the ordeal when asked how he got through it, one of his responses was that he tapped into spirituality and God. In a different interview when asked which living person he most admired answered Jesus, he suffers with dignity. These statements give the illusion that David Blaine is a Godly person. But the reality is found in his statement in a different interview when asked, “You’ve been quoted as saying that Jesus was a magician. Which of his miracles could you recreate?” His answer- returning from the dead, which he said was the greatest trick ever performed.[Read special sheet]

· When we watch a magic show, we may not be able to figure out how the trick was done, but we realize that it is fake and therefore, untrue. So it is with spiritual illusion; we may not know the ins and outs of Satan’s tricks, but Reality will allow us to know and recognize them for what they are. That awareness needs to take place in order to be able to combat Satan’s lies. In magic, we know that what they are doing is trickery.  We need to pray that God gives us eyes to see that the deceit Satan uses on us will be just as easy to recognize as being false.

· Reality gives more and demands more of us because it goes against the flow of the world. It takes more effort to seek the truth than to believe a lie.

