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UNASHAMED

INTRODUCTION: Have you ever done something you were ashamed of? Have you ever said something that you wish you could have taken back? They say one of the most painful things in life is regret. If you’d like to escape a life of regrets and shame then keep listening as we find out what is involved in living an unashamed life.

1) The Hall of Shame. They’ve got a Hall of Shame for just about anyone from celebrities to athletes to politicians. The criterion for being placed on such an undesirable list consists of degrading characteristics that drastically minimizes the quality of the person. We have to realize that we were all at one time members of the spiritual Hall of Shame. Some of us might still be meeting some of the criteria for membership. What are some of the characteristics of the ‘Hall of Shamer’?

· They’re selfish. Phil. 3:17-19. Hall of Shamers are self indulgent, self preoccupied and self centered. They’re all about self-gratification. 
· They’re unashamed of their sin. Jer. 6:15a, “Are they ashamed of their loathsome conduct? No, they have no shame at all; they do not even know how to blush.” Hall of Shamers are insensitive about their shameful acts. They either don’t recognize or care about what’s shameful or they glamorize or minimize their shameful acts. Some are not only unashamed, they’re proud. 
· They ignore discipline and correction. Prov. 13:18, “He who ignores discipline comes to poverty and shame, but whoever heeds correction is honored. Hall of Shamers detest God’s correction. They would rather run and rebel than learn and grow.  Hall of Shamers are unwilling to let go of their shameful acts and be open to God’s input. They’re foolish and shameful. 
2) The Hall of Fame. Once we come to the conclusion that we no longer want to continue meeting the criteria for membership in the Hall of Shame, we need to place our membership in the Hall of Fame. What do we need to do in order to get away from shameful living? 
· We need to see the contrast. Rom. 6:20-22. We need to come out of denial and recognize that our shameful ways bring no benefit. When we realize how beneficial living an unashamed life is we won’t return to our shameful ways.

· We need to repent Jer. 31:19, “After I strayed, I repented; after I came to understand, I beat my breast. I was ashamed and humiliated because I bore the disgrace of my youth.” Getting away from shameful living involves true godly sorrow. Once God gives us clarity, we need to have the proper response to our shameful and disgraceful acts by turning away from them.

· We need to hate what is false. Prov. 13:5, “The righteous hate what is false, but the wicked bring shame and disgrace.” In order to keep from falling back into a shameful pattern of living we need to hate what is false where once we tolerated it. Once our eyes are opened to the stark contrast we need to maintain our distaste and hatred for shameful things.

3) Proclaim the Name. Once we recognize what’s shameful and we set our minds to doing what we need to do to get away from shameful living we now need to stay away from shameful living. We need to live in such a way that we bring glory and honor to the name of Jesus instead of shame to the name of Jesus. But what does an unashamed life look like? What does proclaiming the name consist of? 

· Unashamed worship. The place we should feel the least ashamed is in our house of worship surrounded by fellow worshippers. But sometimes, even in this setting, we are apprehensive to show an outward display of worship. Ex. Liberian newcomer “V” who was dancing during worship. Song: ‘I will not be ashamed of you Father. I will not be ashamed of you Lord. I will not be ashamed of you Spirit; I’m gonna worship you, I’m gonna worship you’.

· Unashamed Evangelism. Rom. 1:16. Do we live like we’re ashamed of Jesus? Do we hesitate to say grace in restaurants or when entertaining certain guests? Do we falter in putting on a Christian t-shirt when going out in public? ‘That stuff is ok when I’m going to a church function but to the mall? I don’t know about that’. Are we too concerned about what people might think when we’re given the opportunity to make our faith known? Jesus said in Mark 8:38, “If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.” Let’s take his warning to heart and not be ashamed to proclaim the name. 

· Unashamed devotion. 1st Pet. 4:14-16. Peter could write this because he lived it. In Acts 5, Peter and the other Apostles were performing miracles, healing people and winning souls for Jesus and the high priest didn’t like it so he had them arrested. They were told to not teach in the name of Jesus. They replied, ‘We must obey God rather than men’. They flogged the apostles and ordered them again to not speak in the name of Jesus. 5:41, “The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name.” Then verse 42 says, “Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.”  The apostles were able to be unashamed because Jesus was unashamed. Heb. 12:2 says that Jesus endured the cross and scorned its shame. 2nd Tim. 1:7&8, 11&12, 16, 2:15. Paul followed Jesus and the apostles’ example by being willing to suffer for the gospel. And he wanted Timothy to follow his example. We need to follow their example. The world needs to see our unashamed devotion. They need to see our unashamed evangelism that shines light into the shameful darkness. The world needs to see us proclaiming the name of Jesus. 

CONCLUSION: There are things we should be ashamed of and things we shouldn’t be ashamed of. Sometimes we tend to get it backwards. Sometimes we are ashamed to display our devotion to Jesus but we’re not ashamed of our sins. Rom. 10:11 says that anyone who puts their trust in Jesus will never be put to shame. There’s no shame in the name of Jesus. But if we’re not careful, we can bring shame to the name of Jesus by leading a double life. If you’re living a shameful life you need to repent. Then, get busy living an unashamed life so you can bring glory and honor to the Name of Jesus. 

