PAGE  
4

WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN (part three)

INTRODUCTION: So far, in my series on what it means to be a Christian I’ve talked about being a student of Jesus, being committed to his word and I’ve talked about being a servant of Jesus, being committed to following his word. Then, last time I talked about the goal of our relationship with Jesus, which is to be like him. Today, I’m going to talk about one of the ways that mark us as being Christ-like. And that is, to be willing to suffer for the sake of Christ. We need to be willing and should actually expect to be misunderstood and mistreated for the gospel. Jesus often suffered in carrying out his mission and he was willing to do so because it was the Father’s purpose for him. We need to follow Jesus’ example of enduring mistreatment for the purpose of God. Let’s see what we can learn about suffering for Jesus.

1) JESUS WAS HATED. Matt 12:22-24, John 7:1-7. 
· Jesus was doing God’s work yet some couldn’t see it because of ignorance or wouldn’t see it because of pride. It’s hard to understand how some people could hate someone who only showed them love. But Jesus showed tough love to those who needed it. He knew it wouldn’t make him popular with some people but he knew it was necessary for them to change their ways.
· Jesus was willing to tell it like it was. He wasn’t going to tell people what they wanted to hear, he was going to tell them what they needed to hear. Some people hated him for that. His message of love with the best intentions became misinterpreted to where some people couldn’t see what they needed to see. 
2) WE WILL BE HATED. Matt 10:25, John 15:18-21. 

· Since Jesus was persecuted, so shall we be. If God allowed his Son to suffer, who are we to think that we should be exempt from suffering? We’re going to suffer because we no longer belong to the world. We choose to be different. And being different is what causes people to attack us. People won’t go after people who are in agreement with them. It’s when their beliefs or views are challenged is when they get angry and defensive. When we try to speak into someone’s life about the things that are harming them, they might not want to hear it or they might not be able to accept that their situation is as serious as we are telling them it is. So some people will mistreat us because they don’t understand or won’t accept the love of Jesus that we’re trying to give to them. We need to be prepared for a confrontation when we take a stand for Jesus. 

· Satan will try to get us to believe that God doesn’t love us when he allows persecution to strike. “I don’t understand; I’m doing the right thing, God. So why am I getting punished for it?” When we’re doing God’s work, we can expect opposition. Satan doesn’t bother with people who aren’t a threat. We can know that if Satan is messing with us, we must be doing something right.

3) WE SHOULDN’T BE SURPRISED. 2nd Tim 3:10-12, 1st Pet. 4:12-16. 
· Paul explains to young Timothy that persecution is to be expected as a follower of Jesus. If Paul didn’t give him fair warning about what to expect, Timothy might have walked away from serving Jesus when persecuted. If Paul didn’t lovingly warn him, when persecution struck Timothy could’ve been overwhelmed and said, “Hey, nobody ever told me to expect this. I’m not going to allow myself to be treated this way. If this is part of being a Christian then I don’t think I want to follow Jesus.” But, by Paul giving a warning that opposition to Christianity is out there, he allowed Timothy to prepare himself for when the attacks came. 
· We shouldn’t expect people to want to hear the gospel. Some will but many won’t. We need to be optimistic but also realistic. When we can see that persecution is part of sharing the gospel, we won’t be so shocked when it happens. We won’t be discouraged enough to give-up. Our purpose is to plant seeds. We’re not responsible for the outcome, just the initiation. We do what we need to do and leave the results to God. God’s desire is that none would perish, but He also knew that many would. But that didn’t stop him from carrying out the plan of salvation. We too, knowing that only a few will accept Jesus’ love, should not keep us from being diligent in spreading that love. 
4) BUT WHY? John 16:1-3. 
· First, Jesus warns us in order that we don’t misunderstand and go astray (vs. 1). One of the reasons it helps to understand why is so that we won’t give up and go astray. We need to stay strong and continue to live for Jesus in the midst of persecutions. Part of staying strong involves understanding why people hate Christians so that instead of getting angry and giving up, we can have compassion and press on. 
· Then, Jesus explains why we will be misunderstood and mistreated (vs. 2&3). People think they are doing the right thing by attacking us (vs. 2). People who attack Christianity are ignorant (vs. 3). People mistreat us because they think we are saying that we’re better than they are. We need to clarify that we’re not better, just different. But some will attack because they’re actually convicted and their attack is a defense mechanism. When we show people the difference between light and darkness some won’t like it. Some will choose to love the darkness instead of the truth. Jesus said in John 3:19, “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.”
CONCLUSION: The unfortunate reality is that when we follow Jesus there is going to be opposition from some people who will mistreat us in some way. Persecution comes in many forms. It could be something as minor as a weird look to something as major as death. But, whether we get strange looks, laughed at, shunned, fired from our job, kicked out of our house, verbally or physically assaulted or even threatened with our life, we need to not back down from our commitment to follow Jesus. Our motivation to continue to be willing to suffer for Jesus is that it serves the purpose of God and makes us more like Jesus. And we can be encouraged knowing that since Jesus was willing to suffer, he can relate to our suffering and comfort us when we’re suffering persecution for him. Don’t be afraid to suffer for Jesus. He will give you the strength to endure through persecution. And there is joy in knowing that we will be blessed because of it. 

