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WHAT WILL JESUS GET FOR CHRISTMAS?

INTRODUCTION: Sometimes during the Christmas season we tend to forget about Jesus. We’re shopping for our loved ones, trimming the tree and decorating the house. We’re attending Christmas parties and sending cards. Although there’s nothing wrong with these things, we have to be careful that we’re not forgetting the most important aspect of this holiday. One family tried to make sure of that by putting an extra place at their Christmas table for Jesus, calling Christmas, "His birthday party." When one of their daughters was asked if she got everything she wanted for Christmas, she answered by saying, "No, but then it’s not my birthday." When I read this it prompted a question in my mind: what will Jesus get for Christmas? After all, it’s his birthday we’re supposed to be celebrating, right? When’s the last time you went to someone’s birthday party where everybody but the birthday boy/girl got presents? We make it a priority to ask others what they want for Christmas but have we ever asked Jesus what he wants for Christmas? Let’s see what kind of ‘gifts’ we can give Jesus for Christmas.

1) What gifts can Jesus receive from us?
· Respect. Matt. 2:1-3, 7-11. They bowed down before him. They showed respect for Jesus. They came to worship him. We don’t read about them bowing down before King Herod, but they do bow down before King Jesus. They recognized who the true King was. The Magi brought Jesus gifts. Gold, incense and myrrh were expensive gifts, fit for a king. There were some significances with these three gifts: Gold=royalty-representing Jesus’ kingship, incense=worship, incense was used in temple worship-representing Jesus’ priesthood, myrrh=sacrifice, myrrh was used in the burial process-representing Jesus’ sacrificial death. Sometimes we’re disrespectful to Jesus. Sometimes we fail to see the worth of Jesus. We pass by the child and instead go after the gold, incense and myrrh. We push aside the treasure in exchange for the trinket. We need to respect and revere the king of kings. The Magi traveled a long way to get to Jesus. It’s likely that they risked harm during their journey to get to Jesus. They may have risked harm in encountering the ruthless King Herod. Do we value and respect Jesus enough to go to great lengths to serve and worship him? Do we give him the gift of respect?

· Repentance. Micah 6:6-8. 6 With what shall I come before the Lord and bow down before the exalted God? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 8 He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. Sometimes we’re content with offering a superficial sacrifice so long as that doesn’t involve a change of heart. True repentance is focused on humility, mercy and justice. Perhaps your devotion to Jesus has taken a back seat to all the hustle and bustle. Maybe you’ve been going through the motions of offering Jesus your prayers, church attendance and praise without offering him sincerity, repentance and change. If we asked Jesus what he wanted for Christmas he might respond with Prov. 23:26, “My son, give me your heart and let your eyes keep to my ways.” Instead of giving God our routine, let’s give him the gift of repentance.
· Rejoicing. Matt. 2:10, “When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.” The wise men were excited about being in the presence of Jesus. When we respect Jesus that will prompt repentance, which will prompt rejoicing. We need to give the gift of rejoicing to our Lord and Savior for all he’s given us. There is a story of a young boy who saw the wise men coming to worship the baby Jesus. He watched in wide-eyed wonder as they presented their gifts of gold, incense & myrrh. Oh, how much he wanted to worship the baby, too. But he had nothing to give, no gift worthy of the little king. His eyes filled with tears as he turned & began to walk away. But just then an angel appeared to him, saying, "Give what is dearest to your heart." The boy thought for a moment, and then, following the angel’s advice, laid a faded blue bag alongside the gifts of the wise men. Inside his bag was a butterfly preserved in candle wax, a forked stick used for a slingshot, a ragged rope to help climb high trees and a seashell that, when held to the ear, echoed the roar of the sea. He gave what was dearest to his heart, and thus was privileged to stand in the presence of the king. Would we be willing to give him what is dearest to our heart? Do we rejoice over the privilege of being in the presence of the king? What about during Sunday morning worship? Do we rejoice over being in his presence? If we have joy in our heart we need to display it by singing praises to our Lord. Let’s be honest, when Christmas Day arrives, how much of our joy stems from that shiny new whatchamacallit and how much of our joy stems from reflecting on the true reason for the season?

2) What gifts will we receive from Jesus?

· Rebuke. What? How can rebuke be a gift? In order for us to be respectful, repentant and rejoicing, we need the Lord’s rebuke. His rebuke is something we should gladly receive, not hastily resist. Prov. 3:11, “My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline and do not resent his rebuke, because the Lord disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in.” Rebuke is a gift in that it is an expression of God’s love. Hebrews 10:10 says that God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. Have your parents ever told you, ‘I’m doing this for your own good’? God discipline may not feel good but it brings about good for those who receive it. Through that corrective measure, we can develop holiness. When the Lord needs to rebuke us, let’s look at it as a gift. 

· Reconciliation. When we respond positively to Jesus’ rebuke we open the door to reconciliation. When we respect and repent we will experience the gift of reconciliation. When we recognize how we’ve fallen short in honoring Jesus, we respond by returning to him. Reconciliation offers us a bond that can be found nowhere else. Nothing else can match having closeness with Jesus. Rom. 5:11 says that we rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. Where once there was tension, now there is peace. Where once there was friction, now there is calm. Reconciliation is a gift. 

· Revival. When we return to God we will experience a time of refreshing. There will be a revival in our hearts. Psalm 85:6, “Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you?” Being revived is invigorating and motivating. It charges us up and ignites a passion to get us moving. Part of our revival comes in the form of replenishment. As we continue to walk with him, we will be regularly replenished. When we are weak we will have our strength replenished. When we are discouraged we will have our hope replenished. We will experience a time of renewal in our lives. We will experience rejuvenation. Revival is a gift. 

· Rewards. Heb. 11:6 says that God rewards those who earnestly seek him. The wise men made a long journey to earnestly seek the ‘King of the Jews’. When we respect the Lord we will earnestly seek him. Through repentance we earnestly seek him. We rejoice because we earnestly seek him. And because of these, we will be rewarded. 1st Samuel 26:23 says that the Lord rewards every man for his righteousness and faithfulness. And what is our ultimate reward? Colossians 3:23-24, “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord and not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.” Being with God for eternity is our greatest reward.

CONCLUSION: When Christmas time comes around we often come up with a detailed ‘wish list’. We have in mind the perfect gift we’d like to receive. The fact is we have already been given that perfect gift. It’s not only perfect; it’s indescribable. Paul said in 2nd Cor. 9:15, “Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift.” The world was given the indescribable gift of Jesus Christ. We have been offered the unequaled and undeserved gift of eternal life through Jesus’ sacrifice. Our redeemer lives. Jesus isn’t just the baby in a manger. He isn’t just the man on the cross. He’s the Creator. He’s the Savior. Now it’s our turn. What will Jesus get from you this Christmas? What are you willing to lay before the king? As we’re happily exchanging gifts this Christmas, let’s not forget Jesus. 
