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TAPPING INTO YOUR CREATIVE VEIN

Webster’s defines create as, ‘to bring into being’ or to, ‘cause to exist’. In nowhere else do we see a greater example of this than in the first words of the bible. Genesis 1:1, ‘In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.’ The earth was empty and formless and God, through his creativity, gave it structure and form. 

God’s first act in the bible was a ______________ one.

Creativity, as stated in the Microsoft Encarta Encyclopedia, is the capacity to have new thoughts and to create expressions unlike any other. Creativity is a basic element in many human endeavors and performance.

List some forms of creativity-
Imagination is described in Encarta as the conscious mental process of evoking ideas or images of objects, events, relations, attributes, or processes never before experienced or perceived. 

According to the 17th century philosopher René Descartes, another important characteristic of the mind is the capacity for choice and imagination. Rather than automatically converting past influences into future actions, individual minds are capable of exhibiting creativity and freedom. For instance, we can imagine things we have not experienced and can act in ways that no one expects or could predict.

Cognitive psychology, Introspection, and other behavioral studies have alluded to the aspects of creativity and the processes thereof. But where exactly does the creative process stem from? Does everyone possess creativity on some level? Can just anyone perform the tasks of creative thinking?

____________________ has the capability to be creative.
I believe it would be safe to say that everyone has been able to imagine something throughout their lives. This act is seen most colorfully in the actions of children. When we were children our minds ran wild with creative and imaginative juices. ‘Pretend’ was a game in which we excelled. We were pirates, cowboys, Indians, astronauts, firemen, policemen; the list could go on and on. However, somehow through the course of life, the aspects of our creative minds have a tendency to diminish. Once we enter into our junior and senior high school years, our focus becomes primarily to gain knowledge and increase our intelligence to better equip us for our careers and for life in the real world; while the rambunctious endeavors in which we once engaged are placed ever so discreetly upon the back burner, whose flame is kept very low, or else ceases to exist entirely.

Invention (device or process) is the creation of new devices, objects, ideas, or procedures useful in accomplishing human objectives. The process of invention is invariably preceded by one or more discoveries that help the inventor solve the problem at hand. 

In common usage the term invention is applied only to the production of new materials or operable devices, and the term inventor is applied to a person who has produced a new device or material. Less frequently, the term invention is applied to a new procedure; thus a person may be said to have invented a new game or a new system of accounting. Under strict definition, however, anything produced by humans that are new and unique is an invention. Johann Sebastian Bach, who gave the title Inventions to a series of his short keyboard compositions, recognized this definition.

Name some important inventions/inventors-

Ecclesiastes 1:9 says, ‘What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is nothing new under the sun.’ Was there TV in the time when Solomon wrote this? What about computers or cell phones? Those are new things, right? There is nothing new under the sun in God’s eyes, but there are in ours from a human standpoint. There may be nothing new, but things are discovered. God allows us to create and ‘invent’ things that are new to the world, but not new to God. The point is that we do not invent or create, so to speak, but God allows us to have vision into his resources. We need to understand that our accomplishments have resulted as a gift from God, not of our own accord.

What about non-Christians? Are their creative abilities gifts from God?

Is there a difference between a gift and a talent? 

There are many references to the term ‘gifts’ or ‘gifted’ in the bible. Most references pertain to being gifted by the Holy Spirit. Name some gifts of the Spirit-

Talent is used in the bible in regards to a monetary measurement. Our modern-day use of the term talent, however, was derived from the parable in Matthew 25:14-30, in which three servants were given various amounts of talents. They were to put them to good use until their master returned from his journey. Two did and one did not. The one who did not was called wicked and lazy.

What does the parable teach us about how we are to use the ‘talents’ that God has given to us? 

What if we misuse or don’t use those ‘talents’?

Einstein is alleged to have said that we humans use only 10% of our brain’s capacity. I believe that if that is true, it may refer to our normal, everyday functioning. Perhaps our habitual routines require only 10%, but I don’t believe that God would have the other 90% be just a non-functioning mass of gelatinous tissue. It is conceivable, therefore, that at least a portion of that 90% could be used for the process of creativity. We are all gifted in God in different ways. Two of us may have the same gift of the spirit, but God enables us to use that gift in two separate ways, both of which are beneficial. There are no unimportant gifts in the kingdom of God. God will use ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary purposes for the good of his kingdom. 

Why is it so important to know what our spiritual gifts and talents are? 

How do we go about learning from God what our gifts and talents are?

How do we know that we are using them enough and for the right purposes? 

I called this study ‘Tapping Into Your Creative Vein’ because I believe like a maple tree or a gem mine; we need to expose the true riches and worth that is stored in each of us. Sometimes we are creative and we don’t recognize it. There is great value in the flow of creative juices. Creativity gives us self worth in knowing that we can make a difference in the purpose of God through our ingenuity. Our humility comes from knowing that without God we are nothing and all good gifts stem from his matchless generosity. So I challenge you to not only seek God and ask that he reveal to you what your creative gifts and talents are, but to also strive to build that originality into monumental proportions by watering it and watching it flourish. Like we’ve covered above, creativity comes in many forms, and like a precious stone is honed and crafted into a multi-faceted, priceless gem, God will smooth the rough edges and shape you into a glittering jewel, if you allow him to. And remember-be original; being different makes a difference.

Notes and comments-

