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DOES JESUS KNOW YOU?
Matthew 7:21-23

· Many times, when witnessing, the question is asked, “Do you know Jesus?” Appropriate, but an equally important question would be to ask, “Does Jesus know you?” The response may be, “What do you mean, ‘does Jesus know me’. Jesus knows all things, of course he knows me, doesn’t he?” Turn in you bibles to Matthew chapter 7. (Read 21-23.)
· This passage has been referred to as the saddest passage in the bible. I once thought that these people could only have been those of other religions who used the term ‘Christian’ loosely. Although they may be included, these verses aren’t limited to them. These verses also include those who have perhaps made Jesus their savior, but not their Lord. (Personal story where I didn’t want to think this could’ve meant me.)
· Expand on word ‘know’. Greek-GINOSKO. The same form of this verb is used in Matthew 1:25 (read KJV, then NIV-) A deeper relationship is intended. President analogy.
· Cheap grace vs. Costly grace. Romans 6:1&15. Cheap grace says I can accept the conversion without the conviction; it says I can accept the regeneration without the repentance; it says I can accept the salvation without the Lordship.
· Jesus needs to be the Lord of your life, not just the Lord of your lips. Matthew 21:28-31a. Faith without works is dead and so is love without obedience. John 14:15, 21a, (16). Our obedience shouldn’t stem from our fear of God  (consequence), but rather from our love of God (gratitude). 
· Such were the people of 7:22. Notice it doesn’t say that they tried to prophecy, tried to cast out demons, tried to perform miracles, but that they did! ‘Lord, Lord’=emphasis. This certainly sounds like these were genuine Christians. What do we make of that? Perhaps their deeds were done in the name of Jesus, but not in the spirit of Jesus. Some of Jesus’ followers were looking to be entertained by his miracles, not saved by his grace. I believe these people were looking only for recognition for themselves, not for the benefit of furthering God’s kingdom. They were seeking their own egotistical glory, not God’s eternal glory. If their motives were pure and if their attitudes were right, Jesus’ response to them could have been quite different. 
· V23. Matthew 23:28. Looks can be deceiving. Matthew 7:15-20. Grapes from thornbushes? -In Palestine, the buckle berry bushes produce fruit that look like grapes. However, if you ate one of its berries it would be very bitter. Only by close examination could you tell the difference. Figs from thistles? -The Palestinian thistle plant produces flowers that closely resemble figs. However, if you were to eat one, you would actually experience pain. Examination is a key factor in determination. If we don’t stand for Jesus, we’ll fall for anything. Does our real life match what we profess? Remember-Judas seemed to be genuine at one point too.
· Hindu story. He did not have a firm foundation in his faith. V24-27. These houses could have looked very similar from the outside. But, it is through the testing of its structure that its true worth was determined. Leaning tower of Pisa story. Paul said in 1st Corinthians 3:11 that there is only one foundation on which the Christian life can be built and that is the precious cornerstone, Jesus Christ. Isaiah 28:16. 
· CONCLUSION-Too often we come to God on our terms, not His. If God is your co-pilot, then you better switch seats. We think we know how best to live for God based on our intellect, instead of seeking how best to live for God based on His wisdom. A wise man once said, “The deceived take comfort in a knowledge of a god they simply do not possess.” There’s more to salvation than just saying a prayer and getting baptized. What are you doing after that? If you weren’t willing to be obedient to the will of Christ when you were baptized then you didn’t come out of the water as a new creation, but just a wet sinner. Personal teen baptism story. Prayer and baptism don’t guarantee a loving relationship with God anymore than a marriage certificate and a wedding ring guarantee a loving relationship between spouses. What is the intimacy level? If I only talked with my wife for five minutes a week our relationship would not be very strong. The same goes for our relationship with God. Do we devote a regular time to commune with Him? It doesn’t matter if you can recite all 66 books of the bible in order, are you taking up your cross daily and following Him? It doesn’t matter if you can exegete the scriptures using five syllable words like sanctification, are you pursuing holiness? When Jesus asks, “Who will go,” do you respond with, “Someone else”? Maybe we need to examine ourselves and ask, “Do people get a false sense of Christianity because of my behavior?” If you were on trial for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you? Jesus is either the Lord of all, or not at all. This is an inscription found in the Lubeck Cathedral- ‘Thus speaketh Christ our Lord to us, “You call me master, and obey me not; you call me light, and see me not; you call me wise, and follow me not; you call me fair, and love me not; you call me rich, and ask me not; you call me eternal, and seek me not; if I condemn you-blame me not.”
· We need to be sure we have life assurance. 2nd Peter1:10-11. We should work out our salvation with fear and trembling as Paul said in Philippians 2:12. Although we can’t earn our salvation, it did come at a price; Jesus paid with His blood. Therefore, he said we should count the cost of becoming His disciples. This calls for radical repentance and maintenance. If Jesus tells us that he never knew us, it’s because we didn’t take the time to get to know Him. It would be as if we hit an inside-the-park-home-run and got tagged out after we crossed home plate. “Why?” We ask the ump. “Because you never touched first,” he replies. It was all for nothing. Let’s make sure our trip around the bases of life are run with adherence to the rules of Christ so that when we cross home we hear, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you may enter my rest.” Instead of “Depart from me, I never knew you.”
