SATAN’S MODUS OPERANDI(Sunday school

1) 1st Thess. 2:17-18. “Satan stopped us.” Paul longed to be with them. That’s a good thing. But Satan put a stop to it. How could this happen? Is Satan more powerful than God? ASV, ‘Satan hindered us’. We’re not sure exactly what happened but it seems that whatever persecutions were happening, it hindered the advancement of Paul toward his destination. But, God found a way-3:6. 
2) John 10:10. What is it that Satan desires to steal, kill and destroy? He wants to destroy our faith, our joy, our peace, and our relationship with Jesus. How do we fight against that? Heb. 2:14-15. Satan has the power of death but Jesus has the power of life. John 10:10. Satan destroys but Jesus gives the fullness of life. 

3) We learn about the persecutions and hardships of Paul and those in the world today. Why does Satan relentlessly attack us? One time a man heard his friend groaning, weeping and praying to God for deliverance from the devil. "Pompey," said his friend, "Here you are, a good praying man I am not a Christian. Yet you seem to have a good deal of trouble with the devil, while he never bothers me at all. Why is that?" The man replied, "Well, it’s like this. When you are out shooting ducks, which do you send the dog after first? The ones that fall dead or the ones that are wounded a little and are trying to get away?" "Why," he said, "the wounded ones, of course. The dead ones we are sure of and we can take our time to pick them up." The friend replied, "And so it is with Satan. He already has those who are not Christians. So he sets his dogs after those who are Christians, to try to get them anyway he can.” We are the threat. We are the ones who are doing the most damage to Satan’s plans. It’s only natural that he is always trying to tear us down. Those who aren’t Christians or are unproductive Christians probably aren’t dealing with any onslaught from the evil one. But, if you are dealing with satanic attacks you’re either a major threat to him or else you’re moving in that direction. Also, 2nd Cor. 12:7-10.
4) Satan’s been defeated. How is it he can still have an effect on us? Read, ‘The Biting Snake-pg. 682’ in ‘Nelson’s book of ill.’. Rev. 20:10. His fate is sealed but for now he is allowed to do his work. In the end the destroyer will be destroyed.
5) Eph. 4:25-27, 1st Tim. 3:7, 2nd Tim 2:24-26. What do these verses have in common? They all involve how I interact with others. They show that how we treat people shows whether or not Satan has a hold on us. It shows how Satan tries to cause divisions and factions. Satan wants to destroy relationships; he wants to destroy our witness for Christ. We must speak truthfully to our neighbor. We are not to sin in our anger, lest we give the devil a foothold (Eph. 4:25-27). By not having a good reputation with outsiders we fall into the devil’s trap (1st Tim. 3:7). The Lord’s servant must not quarrel. Instead, those who oppose him he is to gently instruct so that they can escape the devil’s trap (2nd Tim. 2:24-26). 
CONCLUSION: Satan desires to cripple us spiritually. He tries to accomplish that through bitterness, unrighteous anger and resentments. He wants us to be hateful and spiteful towards one another. These are some of the devil’s schemes. This highlights his mode of operation. Let’s pray for the awareness, the eagerness and the equipment to fight and win against him. 
