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SEPARATION FROM GOD

Introduction: In the movie, ‘The Passion of the Christ’ we saw a vivid portrayal of the brutality that Jesus endured. As gruesome as that was to watch, it was necessary to see to gain a better understanding as to what lengths Jesus went for us. We know about Jesus’ physical sufferings but what about his spiritual sufferings? There was a greater torment that afflicted our Savior. We need to examine what Jesus’ ultimate sacrifice really was. What was entailed when Jesus took our sins upon himself?

I.
First, what is separation from God? Two kinds: earthly and eternal
A. How did we get to the point of being separated from God?  Earthly separation from God first occurred when in the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve were banished because of their sin. They disobeyed God and because of that, they were no longer allowed to share the unity with God they had once known. Jesus, though not due to his sin, took on that kind of separation as well when he obeyed the Father’s will and came to earth to become a human. He had enjoyed oneness with God and he gave that up to be Emmanuel, God with us. 

B. Isaiah 59:1&2 says, ‘Surely the arm of the Lord is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear. But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.’ And Ephesians 4:18 says, ‘They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts.’ That is earthly, what about eternal?
C.  In Matthew 25 we see an illustration given by Jesus. I’ll read verses 31 through 34, and verses 41 and 46. “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a Shepard separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life. ”  
D. So now we know what separation from God is, but what is it like? Here on earth, no human being really realizes what it’s like to be fully alienated from God, because God’s goodness is all around us. Just because the non-Christian doesn’t know how to truly appreciate God’s creation, doesn’t mean he’s exempt from enjoying its beauty. In order to try and understand what it means to be totally separated from God, we have to try to imagine a place that is void of anything good. 

A. In Luke 16 we read the story of the rich man and Lazarus. I’ll pick it up in verse 22, “The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus at his side. So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire’.” But Abraham answered him that there was a great chasm that separated the two and no one can cross between them. 2nd Peter chapter two describes a situation where God did not spare the angels when they sinned but cast them to Hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment. In the book of Jude verse 6 it states, ‘And the angels who did not keep their position of authority but abandoned their own home-these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great day. 

B. The 19th and 20th chapters of Revelation speak of the Lake of Fire, or the Lake of Burning Sulfur. We are told that Satan, the beast and the false prophet will be the first ones to be thrown in. Then, it says that when the dead are judged, if anyone’s name is not found in the book of life, they too will be thrown in, that is the second death. There they will be tormented day and night, forever and ever. In a place where Jesus says in Mark 9:48, ‘the worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’ (Ask them to contemplate for a moment, ‘forever’, eternal torment). 

E. The bible tells us that in Hell there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  (give some creative imagery in regards to what Hell could be like; cold, dark, possibly seeing Heaven but knowing you can’t get there, etc.) Sometimes I wish that God would show me a glimpse of Hell, if my psyche could handle the horrific truth of it, just so I would be more appreciative of what Jesus endured for me. We need to determine our appreciation of Jesus for suffering something that we Christians will never be asked to undergo. Even if we were made to endure full separation from God for a moment it wouldn’t be the same as when Jesus did it because Jesus started out at a much higher level than we. His relationship to the Father is closer than ours could be; therefore, his degree of separation is greater than anyone’s could be. 

II.
What happened in the garden of Gethsemane?
C. Matthew 26:38 “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch.” This goes deeper than fearing the physical pain he was about to suffer. 

D. Luke 22:42 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” God the Father could have provided another way, but he didn’t. This shows the immense love of God the Father as well as God the Son.
E. Luke 22:43 ‘An angel from Heaven appeared and strengthened him.’ God shows his love for his son by providing him with comfort and strength. He does the same for us in that when we are going through a trying situation, he gives us what we need to persevere and accomplish his will.

F. Luke 22:44 ‘And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.’ This is what’s known as hematidrosis, the actual mingling of blood and sweat caused by extreme anguish, strain or sensitivity. Here we see how deep Jesus’ agony was. No matter what I’ve been through, I’ve never been brought to this point of stress. I can’t imagine suffering to this extremity. But, what was it exactly that had brought Jesus to this point? Was he agonizing over what he was about to suffer physically, or was it more about what he was about to endure spiritually? I doubt Jesus was allowed to know the fullness of what he was about to endure by being separated from God. Even still, he knew that it was going to be nearly unbearable. This was possibly the single greatest temptation to not obey his Father’s will that Jesus ever resisted. 

III.
What happened on the cross?
F. Mark 15:34 ‘And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”-which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Jesus experienced the fullness of being forsaken by God because it was at this point that Jesus became sin and God turned his face from his son because he cannot look upon sin with favor. It’s interesting to note that when reading about the events that led up to this point we see that Jesus didn’t cry out during his trial, he didn’t cry out during his flogging, he didn’t cry out when the spikes were driven into his hands. Under all this immense, physical torture, the scriptures make no record of Jesus crying out. When does it say he cried out? It was when his Father turned his back on him. Given this, we need to recognize the severity of being separated from God.

G. We also have to remember that God suffered separation as well as Jesus. Imagine for a moment how hard it must have been For God to see his son suffering as he did. How much restraint on his part knowing he had the power to stop it yet he allowed it to continue because of his love for mankind. Imagine the amount of Love it took for him to turn his back on his beloved son and walk away from him, viewing a part of himself as sin. I can picture the tears streaming down God’s face as he mourns his son’s death and separation.


IV.
Restoration: We’ve looked at earthly separation from God, eternal separation from God, and we know that because of our sin, Jesus endured a spiritual separation from God on our behalf.
A.  How do we become reconciled with God? How do we make sure that the sin that caused our earthly separation doesn’t lead to our eternal separation? The reconciliation has already taken place through Jesus Christ. He paid the penalty for what we did, not for what he did because he was sinless. Yet he became sin so that by having faith in Him and what he sacrificed on our behalf, we can be justified before God. Romans 5:8-10, ‘But God demonstrated his own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him? For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life?’ God resurrected Jesus from the grave and that gives us hope that we too will be resurrected and given an inheritance in Heaven.  Colossians 1:21-23a, ‘Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation-if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel.’ If Jesus isn’t your savior, then he suffered & died for nothing.
Conclusion: Jesus suffered physically, emotionally, and spiritually: with his spiritual suffering being the worst of them all. As The Passion movie gave us a better understanding of Jesus’ physical suffering, we now have a better understanding of Jesus’ spiritual suffering. 

