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THE GOSPEL (part two)

INTRODUCTION: In the series I did about what it means to be a Christian I talked about seven commitments one makes when they decide to follow Jesus. As a Christian I am committed to learning and following God’s word. My goal as a Christian is to be like Jesus. Part of being like Jesus is being willing to suffer for Jesus. I also need to tell others about salvation through Jesus. And I need to commit to putting Jesus first in all areas of my life. He needs to come before anyone or anything else. And a Christian is someone who is willing to radically repent. We turn away from our old, self-directed life, and turn toward God to embrace our new, surrendered life in Christ. And last time I spoke, I introduced the ‘good news’. The gospel message involves three “P”s: the problem, the plan and the plea. The first ‘P’ dealt with the problem, which is sin. Sin is the problem because it makes us impure. And our impurity separates us from God, who is pure. And because of our impurity, we are spiritually dead. And if we remain that way until our physical death, we will remain separated from God forever. And no matter how good we think we are, we all have this sin problem. Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” But, God had a plan for dealing with our sin problem. He sent Jesus to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Jesus was the perfect sacrifice because he didn’t sin. Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.” I can’t earn salvation. No amount of good deeds will ever get me in good standing before God. The damage has already been done; I have sinned, I am impure. No amount of good deeds can erase that fact. The penalty for my sin, which is death, needed to be paid in full. Jesus paid the penalty for me. The gift of God is offered freely; not through obligation, but rather through divine love. But, just because Jesus died for my sins doesn’t mean I’m automatically forgiven. A gift can be offered but not necessarily accepted. In order for me to benefit from a gift I must receive it and claim it as my own. Today I’ll be talking about the third ‘P’, the plea to accept.

1) Faith.

· We need to believe in what Jesus did for us. John 3:16-18.   In this passage we understand that God loved us. He didn’t want us to stay condemned to an eternity apart from him so he sent his son Jesus as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. We need to have the faith that what God said is true. As sinners, we are doomed to live forever in hell if we don’t accept salvation through Christ. 

· We need to believe that through Jesus only are we reconciled with the Father. John 14:6, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” We need to understand that following Mohammed, Buddha, Allah, The Dali Lama, Mary, etc. will not get us salvation. Acts 4:12, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

· Dead faith vs. Saving faith. James 2:14-19. Intellectual faith isn’t enough. If I have true faith, there will be evidence of it in my actions. Dead faith is faith that believes certain things about Jesus, but this kind of faith doesn’t go past the mind. Saving faith, however, goes from the mind to the heart and it produces a change. Saving faith involves boldness, surrender, sacrifice, trust and allegiance. A tightrope walker had a tightrope stretched across a large chasm. It was very high up and one false move going across would result in sure death. He also had a wheelbarrow. He walked all the way across and back with the empty wheelbarrow. The spectators cheered. Then he called to them and said, “Does anyone think I can put a person in this wheelbarrow and make it to the other side?” They all shouted “yes”. Then he walked to someone in the front of the crowd and said, “Okay, get in and I’ll push you across.” The spectator was frightened and told him he wasn’t willing to go through with it. The spectator said he thought the man could do it, but when it came to him being the one to be put inside the wheelbarrow he backed down. He said he had faith but when that faith was tested it became known that he really didn’t. 

2) Repentance.

· I need to realize my guilt. Acts 2:36& 37. The ones who were responsible for Jesus being crucified realized their guilt after Peter preached to them. They were, ‘cut to the heart’ which means they were convicted by the Holy Spirit. We need to remember that we too are guilty of sending Jesus to the cross. He died for our sins too. We might think, “Well, yeah but I wouldn’t have wanted him to be crucified.” Perhaps you wouldn’t have been there shouting, ‘crucify him’, but the fact remains: Jesus went to the cross to pay the penalty for the sins of mankind. Your sins nailed Jesus to the cross the same as anyone else’s. 
· I need to turn away from my sinful, self-guided life. Acts 3:26. The purpose behind repentance is for me to turn away from the behaviors and attitudes that Jesus died for. I shouldn’t want to go back to my wicked ways. Since I now realize my guilt that should prompt me to get rid of my sinful acts of the past.

· I need to turn to God and the new life found in him. Acts 3:19. Naturally, if I’m turning away from something I’m turning toward something else. We turn away from sin and turn toward God. When I rid myself of sinful acts, I need to replace them with spiritual acts. It isn’t enough to just stop sinning I must now live a new life of righteous behavior. And not only will I be forgiven when I turn to God, but there will also be times of refreshing that will come from the Lord. Repentance invites spiritual refreshment to wash over me. 
· I need to realize that repentance is a blessing. Acts 3:26. Repentance is not a negative experience. We get fooled into thinking that putting our sins to death means we’re losing something good. We feel that way because of the reality that sin is pleasurable. If it weren’t bringing us some sort of relief, comfort or pleasure we wouldn’t keep doing it. But the problem is, these sins are causing us sever harm in all aspects of our lives: spiritual, psychological, emotional and even physical. God doesn’t want us to turn from sin to deprive us of something good; he wants to protect us from something bad. We need to see repentance as a good thing. Repentance opens the door for blessings to come.

CONCLUSION: We’ve covered two of the four factors involved in committing your life to Christ. I first have to believe, I have to have faith that what the bible tells me about Jesus is true-that he is the Son of God and the Savior of all mankind. I then need to act upon that faith by turning away from my old ways, believing that through Jesus, I can live a new life. I need to repent, turning away from sin and turning toward God. Next time, I’ll discuss the 3rd and 4th parts in the salvation process-baptism and confession.
